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IF YOU SEE iT
OR HEAR iT,
REPORT T

'It" is discrimination, in all its forms.
Racism. Homophobia, Misogyny. Disablism.
If you have seen it or heard it, follow
the QR code to report it to Kick It Out.
Together, we can put an end to it.
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Take action today at kickitout.org



CONGLETON

TOWN FC

BY KEN MEAD
CLUB SECRETARY

A very warm welcome is extended to everyone at the Cleric Stadium today and
particularly to the players, officials and supporters of Runcorn Linnets who have

YIRS (GKS UGNALI F2NJ
League Division One West.

We arrive here today with the scheduled fixture
list in its last weekend. This match represents the
penultimate home game of our schedule fixtures
with just 2 other remaining games leftaway at
City of Liverpool on Easter Monday and a final
home game here a week today against Vauxhall
Motors. The play off places are almost settled in
as much as the four teams likely to make up the
numbers, but not the finishing order. For Avro
and Runcorn Linnets, in 7th and 8th place
currently, their chance of making the play offs
are extremely low. The pair both sit on 61 points
and 3 wins in their final matches would be
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goal difference, and that would require
Chasetown to lose their last 3 matches and just a
draw in one of them would end both their
chances.

Stalybridge Celtic pose the greatest threat to the

Bears, Chasetown and Vauxhall Motors chances
of securing a play off place and they have a great
chance to increase that threat with a home game
against Vauxhall Motors played on Friday night
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(18th April). If Stalybridge are beaten, they would
find it unlikely that they could make up the goal
difference to overtake the Bears as it stands
today and Chasetown would only need a point
for the same reasons of goal difference. That
assumes either the Bears lose their last 3 games
and Chasetown only get one point. If Stalybridge
win, thatopens upthe chance for the Bears to
overhauls Vauxhall Motors and would make the
final match against them here a real thriller.

All that said, the Bears have things in their own
hands and a win here today would settle beyond
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task as we have learnt from our experience this
season. We ended a recent run of 4 consecutive
defeats with a run of 5 successive wins. That
came to an end last Saturday with a
disappointing display at Stafford Rangers, who
themselves guaranteed step 4 football next
season with a-® victory. Our last home game
was a close affair against Wythenshawe Town
who were fighting to avoid relegation. The game
was settled late on when Ethan Hartshorn scored
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different story a week later when the Bears made a
positive start at Hanley Town and nerves were
settled by an early goal. Kieran Knapper fired home
on 6 minutes. As stated earlier, the Bears never got
going last Saturday at Stafford Rangers and found
chances hard to come by against a solid defensive
performance.

Runcorn Linnets have had a mixed bag of results but
in their last 5 games, they have an impressix® 3
home win against Stalybridge Celtic,-2 draw at
Stafford Rangers andla0 winlast week at home to
Avro. They also enjoyed a narrovdwin in the
fixture at between us at the end of August. The
match was not a classic by any stretch of the
imagination, but the willing goal was a bit special
scored from the left wing by a 2frd shot that
dipped and swung into the net by the post and
crossbar.
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Williams has completed his 200th appearance for
the Bears and he has been a major contributor to

the Bears achievements over the past four seasons.

We hope everyone here enjoys the match and
importantly, stays safe and has a safe journey
home.

Ken
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THE BEARS

David Parton
Travis Ziglam
Ayrton Best

Callum Lovatt
Darren Chadwick
JoshuaHall
Marco Fregapane
Owen Motrris
Richard Duffy
Shaun Brisley
Carl Dickinson

Callum Stringer
Daniel Needham
Dorian Jedrzejczyk
Ethan Hartshorn
George Sankey
Kieran Garneiknapper
Peter Williams
Thomas Allen

William Arnold

Brian Barton

Max McCarthy
Thomas Hampton
Lewis Porter
Matthew Gillam
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Runcorn Linnets named Antony Kay as first team boss
ahead ofthe20241p &Sl a2y 3z
experienced player hanging up his boots after a long and
distinguished offield career to take up his first
managerial post. Linnets are vowing to recover from the
double disappointment of again falling in the Pitching In
Northern Premier League West Promotion Pédifg and

the ensuing departure of manager Billy Paynter.

Antony, 41,was announced as boss on May P84

after serving as senior player under Paynter in the 2023
24 season. The veteran of 800 professional games with
his native Barnsley, Tranmere Rovers, Huddersfield
¢t26yX a¥Y 52yaxr . daNE |yR
time former EFL League One promotion winner and a
UEFA A coach. His task now is to help Runcorn build on
strong recent progress. Linnets have achieved a high
level of consistency since rising to Step 4 for 2098

with top-six finishes in each of our four completed
campaigns.

The highest of these came last season, when we came
second to NPL West champions Leek Town. However, for
a third successive campaign, promotion hopes ended in
the Playoffs ¢ a 20 semifinal defeat at home to City of
Liverpool following on from losses in finals against

Marine and Workington. This latest setback, in front of a
sell2 dzi ONRGR 2F wmZcnns
resignation three days later. The blow of again missing
out on a place in the NPL Premier Division weighed too
heavily on the weltespected former EFL forward, who
had been on the APEC Taxis Stadium scene for almost
two years.
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weeks of 20223. He stepped up from the firseam
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manager and eMatlock Town assistant Davglld, who

had only taken charge of Linnets in summer 2022. Things
could easily have spiralled out of control with major
disruption at such a cruciime but Billy called on all his
professionaigame experience to swiftly put things back
on track.

After falling to Vanarama National League club
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found ourselves up against highgrade opposition in
the Liverpool FA Senior Cup final. Backed by a
magnificent following of 1,500 fans, Runcorn were
beaten on penalties by NPL Premier outfit, Marine at
Widnes (after a @ scoreline over 90 minutes).

The Crosby club had already edged out Linnets in the
2021-22 promotion race by winning the Plaff Final 21

at the APEC. The corresponding 2@&Xinal followed a
similar pattern, although we were this time the away

side. We took an early lead at Workington, just as we had
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succumbing by the odd goal in three. But this time it took
extratime to separate the teams in only the eighth

match as manager for Billy Paynter, who had arrived at
Linnets in summer of 2022.

At the end of the 202P2 season, the club had said fond
farewells to manager Calum Mclntyre as he left to take
command at Chester FC. His final match in charge of
Runcorn had been the Plaff Final against Marine,
which took the aggregate attendance in 12 years at
Linnets' stadium past 100,000. Thetatket tie sold out.

It was a delight to have been able to complete the
season after two Covidurtailed campaigns. In his 22

LINE Y LXndhtRs at thefclfibg Calurh Rag fargedansirong bond with

Linnets.

A key element in his management/coaching strategy and
playing style had been our hybrid pitch. It was installed in
summer 0f2020,Linnets having been chosen to take part
in the second phase of Sport England's hybrid carpet
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the Football Foundation, Premier League, The Football
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surface comprising 95% natural grass, growing through
and intertwined with the grass fibre carpet. It is for club
and community use.

Another significant happening in the 2020 close season
had involved the departures of Linnets' leagrving
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management team of boss Michael Ellison and assistant
Matt Cross plus the retirement through injury of
influential player and club captain, Kyle Hamid.

Only Matt Atherton (313) has made more appearances
than Kyle's 261 with Michael Ellison, Mark Houghton and
Rob Whyte the only other double century makers. (Our
appearance figures include games played in the seasons
abandoned because of the coronavirus pandemic,
although playing records for these two campaigns have
been officially expunged).
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after both playing for the club and they were assured of
legendary status at Linnets on account of theirfiaid
service and managerial achievement in bringing the club
its first championship success. They also oversaw
Runcorn's first two seasons in the NPL after promotion as
North WestCounties League Premier Division title
winners of 201718- Linnets putting the disappointment

of multiple near misses firmly behind us.

After three runnersup finishes in the previous four
seasons, promotion was finally clinched on April 28th
20180n the 12th anniversary of the club's foundation.
The title was secured on May 32818with a 50 home
victory over Blackpodbased Squires Gate. This leng
awaited league crown was captured with two matches to
spare and 100 pointsa club record 122 league goals
being scored over the 44 games with 36 conceded.

The club enjoyed a very creditable introduction to
Northern Premier League life in 2018 as members of

its West Division. This was the only NPL programme,
which Linnets were able to complete (because of
coronavirus) until 20222, when we eventually missed
out on a playoff spot on goals difference. For the two
aborted seasons, Linnets had competed in Haath
WestDivision after geographical reorganisation. But on
the creation three seasons ago of a third NPL division at
Step 4, we reverted to membership of the West Division.

Linnets have come a long way since being founded in
2006 by supporters of former national néeague
champions, Runcorn AFC after a traumatic end for the
old club. The initial aims had been to bring the successor
Linnets back to Runcorn and establish the club as one of
which the community could be proud. Both these

ambitions were achieved with the club still in its infancy.

The stadium, in the Murdishaw area of Runcorn, opened
in 2010 with the project having been supported by
Halton Borough Council, the FA and the Football
Foundation as well as the club and its fans.

Winter 2017 saw the completion of a replacement £1.4
million clubhouse as part of wider redevelopment of

surrounding land with retail and leisure facilities. At the
same time, pitches outside the stadium were fenced in
for use by the Linnets' numerous junior teams with the

088y Ay OKI N&E Sclub disg dingzadeiYodeki leage with Halton

Council for the extended site. Runcorn Linnets Football
Club was born after Runcorn AFC had intimated it would
not bein a positionto field a team beyond the end of
200506 season.

Upon leaving town in 2001, the now defunct club had
suffered a troubled and nomadic existence. Fans met at
their spiritual home in Canal Streett the then

Quayside Bar and Function Rooms, next to the Linnets
Park housing estate on which Runcorn AFC's ground had
once stood. An existing Supporters Trust was remodelled
to run Runcorn Linnets, whose identity was derived from
Runcorn AFC's nickname.

The new club spent its first four years playing home
games as tenants of Witton Albion FC at Wincham Park,
Northwich- gaining promotion at the first attempt to the
top division of theNorth WestCounties League under

the management of Steve Carragher, who had been the
predecessor club's last team boss.

Victory against Formby in the NWCL Challenge Cup final
in 201213 brought a first winners' trophy for the first
team. Former Runcorn AFC player, Joey Dunn was the
then manager. Paul McNally is another "old boy" of the
original club to have managed the new with Steve Wilkes
at the time of his appointment being the only manager
not to have had any previous Linnets connections.

Calum Mclntyre, Dave Wild and Billy Paynter have since
joined thatparticular "club®Wilkese\d Ay HA A P
Linnets to our first ever final, only to be beaten to the
NWCL Challenge Cup by New Mills at Tameside Stadium,
also scene of the club's triumph in the same competition
four years later.



 EVERYTHING .
ISINYOUR 3
HANDS |

' N "f'l\’,;\- -
LY

v
WA

YOUR OWN
HERO.



i CRONTON SIXTH

EORM B ~AY

RUNCORN LINNETS

JAMES SHOKRCIub captain)
Prior to switching to the Linnets for the 2020 season, James had been a regular at Witton Albion in NPL Premier Division and

he has enjoyed a similar level of involvement in a Runcorn shirt. James's first appearance 24,2413ty of Liverpool, wdiss
100th in Linnets colours.

The left back was promoted to the captaincy in summer 2022, after serving as deputy.

James had joined Witton in summer 2019, after five years at Marine. His other previous clubs include Morecambe, Warrington
Town, Skelmersdale United and Burscough.

SAM BARRATT
Sam had a terrific first season at Runcorn Linnets in 2@28s the regular right back.

He was quick to impress with his confident and enterprising style of play, not least because Sam had missed aftinest
previous season with an injury.

Formerly with Glossop North End, Sam returned to his native Potteries with Hanley Town before signing for Linnets. The player
began his youth career with Stoke City and spent two years in the Academy at Fleetwood Town.
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TAYLOR BOWEN

Taylor is on loan from League One club Blackpool, who he joined from Middlesbrough-gsa&dld in summer 2022.
He is a powerful frontman with an eye for goal.

Taylor spent time on loan at Workington AFC at the start of the 2023/24 campaign, making three appearances for the NPL Premi
Division club.

RYAN BROOKE
Ryan made a very popular Runcorn return in October 2022, after a brief stint at Warrington Rylands. His spectaculainftee kick
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Ryan had top scored with 34 goals in all competitions for Linnets in2D2345 in the league earning him the NPL West's Golden
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Ryan is an experienced ndégague campaigner, whose former clubs include Curzon Ashton, Altrincham and Mossley. He started
out at Oldham Athletic, chalking up 29 EFL appearances.

SAM CARR

Sam signed after impressing in the 2@=lpreseason, scoring in the home friendly against Bolton Wanderers.
He is a tall central defender, who has played in the Northern League for Newcastle University.

Sam was previously on the books of Manchester United and Salford City

KARL CLAIR

Signed in early season from JD Cymru North club Llandudno, Karl is a UEFA B coach and has also had a spedregplager
Prestatyn Town.

The Anfieleborn player served Liverpool at Under 18, U21s and reserve team levels before being hit by a serious injury.
Karl has since worn the colours of Vauxhall Motors, Marine, Loughborough University Nike Academy, City of Liverpool (where he

was a 201819 NWCL Premier Division title winner in the first of two stints), Lower Breck, Litherland REMYCA and Skelmersdale
United.
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Daniel Wilkinson

Foundation

The Daniel Wilkinson Foundation is a charity set up in memory of Daniel

Wilkinson who died in 2016 aged 24, while playing the game he loved, from
an underlying heart condition called Arrhythmogenic Right Ventricular
Cardiomyopathy (ARVC).

Dan played football from an early age and joined Hull City AFC when he
was 10, earning a professional contract aged 18. Loughborough
University followed where he completed a degree in Accounting and
Financial Management while playing non-league football. He was an
athlete who enjoyed the gym and took his health and nutrition very
seriously. He lived life to the full and had so much ahead of him.

Other than feeling light-headed on a few occasions in the month
before he died, he had no symptoms!

SUDDEN CARDIAC DEATH IN THE
YOUNG (SCD)

SCD is the leading cause of death in young
athletes during sport and the majority of deaths
occur with NO SYMPTOMS or family history.

ARVC can be found in one in every 1,000 to
5,000 young adults - IF IT IS LOOKED FOR.

Warning signs may include light-headedness,
fainting, palpitations, swollen legs,
breathlessness.

Every week in the UK, 12 apparently fit and
healthy young people (aged 35 and under) die
from previously undiagnosed heart conditions.

In Italy, where screening is mandatory for all
young people engaged in organised sport, they
have reduced the incidence of young sudden
cardiac death by 89%.

OUR MISSION

The Daniel Wilkinson Foundation has been
set up to raise awareness of SCD and to
provide funding towards heart screening,
defibrillators and CPR/defibrillator training

primarily for grass-roots sporting teams.

Tragedies can be prevented through cardiac
screening. It is vital that young people are
identified and treated.

Find out more

¥ @dannywilks5

f thedanielwilkinsonfoundation
@ dwfoundation5
B4 contact@thedanielwilkinsonfoundation.org

@ thedanielwilkinsonfoundation.org

To donate: mydonate.bt.com/charities/thedanielwilkinsonfoundation




LEWIS DOYLE

Lewis is a highly effective performer in the Linnets midfield, whether he is tasked with attacking or defensive duties.

His allround efforts have not gone unnoticed by teamatescin 20220 0 2 KS g1 a4 NBgF NRSR gAGK G(GKS
award.

Seven years a Preston North End junior, Lewis arrived at Linnets from Atherton Collieries, where he had previously spent time
loan from Southport before being picked up by EFL club Accrington Stanley.

JORGE DWYER
Jorge was called into the firgtam squad in September 2024, after impressing in the Under 21s, and made his debut as atsubstit
at Vauxhall Motors in a-@ win.

He can play in either fuback position or in midfield and has also served Runcorn Town and Barnton.

Jorge joined Town from Prescot Cables, where he made a handful of senior appearancesdf. 22 has also represented
Linnets at Unded8s level.

JOSH ELVERSTONE
Initially graduating from Linnets U21s in February 2023 and returning for a second spell with the senior side for-2fe28%dn,
Josh can play as a central defender or striker.

He was previously on the books of Widnes and Ashton Town, who he joined in August 2020.

Prior to that, Josh was in the Academies of Manchester City and Liverpool.

JACK GRUNDY

Jack signed in the summer from Mossley, having won their Manager's Player of the Season awar@ih 2023

He originally joined the Lilywhites in December 2019 on work experience loan from Oldham Athletic, where he had beendJnder 1
captain, before signing as a regular.

Jack cemented his place as a cornerstone of Mossley's rearguard by making more than 100 appearances.

EDEN GUMBS
A powerhouse hometown midfielder, Eden in summer 2021 became the first player to graduate to the Linnets first team from the
Development side.

As well as representing the U21s with distinction, Eden in 224ampled senior football with Northwest Counties League side,
Barnton- setting him up for progression in the Runcorn ranks.

He quickly established himself, proving very tough to knock off the ball. Eden briefly played alongside elder brotheeRtag wh
latter was loaned to Linnets by Warrington Town.



NS FREg

3 =
= =
e S
7 S
TR

ANDYSMANG
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WHAT IS ANDYSMANCLUB?

ANDYSMANCLUB is a free peer-to-peer group that
provides a place for men to come together in a safe and
open environment to talk about the issues or problems that
they have faced or are currently facing.

HOW DOES IT WORK?

The process is about bringing men together who have been
in similar situations, to help each other on a peer to peer
basis, sharing how they have dealt with various situations
through lived experiences. No matter how big or small your
problem feels, we are here to support each other. The

5 questions that are asked each week are designed not
only to encourage men to talk, but to start to focus on the
positives and on strategies to keep moving forward. There
is no pressure to answer any of the questions and it is not
uncommon for men to just listen for the first few sessions.

The clubs all run on the same format and adhere to the
same guidelines. A key principle of ANDYSMANCLUB is
anything that is said in the club, stays within the club.

WHO IS IT FOR?

The club is open to any man 18 or over, who is going
through a storm, been through a storm or just wants to
meet a good group of people with the aim of improving one
another.

WHENISIT?
ANDYSMANCLUBs meet
every Monday at 7pm
(excluding Bank Holiday
Mondays).

WHEREIS IT?
ANDYSMANCLUB has over
100 locations across the UK.
Check our website below
for a full list.

HOW DO | JOIN?

Just turn up on the night.
No registration or referral

is required, all we ask is
that you arrive before 7pm.
The full list of our locations
available on our website.

CONTACT US

© @andysmanclub © @andysmanclubuk

(=) info@andysmanclub.co.uk

© @andysmanclubuk @ andysmanclub.couk @ andysmanclub



TYLER HILL

Tyler is arl8 year oldeft back, who joined in September on loan from Blackpool where he sealed his first professional contract in
the summer.

The younger brother of James Hill, who plays in the Premier League for Bournemouth, Tyler has been with the Seasiders since
being recruited to their Academy at nine years old.

He is the reigning Undeir8s Player of the Year at Bloomfield Road, winnind\ibith WestEFL Youth Alliance title at the age
group in 202223. He has had previous NPL loans at Lancaster City and Nantwich Town.

JADEN JONES
Joining us on loan from Blackpool in rdidgust, Jaden made his senior debut for the Lancashire outfit in November 2023 as a
substitute in the EFL Trophy.

A central midfielder, he has featured for the Development Squad at Bloomfield Road and has the potential for more first team
action in 202425.

TOM LEDWARD

It was a special moment for youth team captain Tom, when he made hisefinst debut in preseason victory at Colwyn Bay.
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programme and commitment to nurturing young talent.

The defender signed firdeam forms before the 20225 campaign kicked off and shows great maturity for a player so young.

ADAM MOSELEY

Adam made history in September 2023 by becoming the youngest ever contract player at Runcorn Linnets. Thgeasald'9
dad Mike started firsteam football for the predecessor Linnets, Runcorn AFC at a similar age.

Moseley Jnr had enjoyed a spectacular entrance on the Linnets scene with a stunning goal and an assist at Stockport@eorgians
seal Linnetdirst win of the 202223 preseason.

Adam had been part of the club's junior sgi since Under 11s and has starred with the Linnets Under 18s, U21s and for or ESPF
Academy team.

TOM MYLES

Tom is an 18earold goalkeeper who arrived at Linnets on loan from Manchester United at the end of August 2024.
He made his debut at home to Congleton Town, keeping a clean sheet irOthitbry.

Tom, who hails from Preston, has played for the Red Devils at Under 18, U19 and U21 levels.






