




BY KEN MEAD
CLUB SECRETARY

FORWARD

A very warm welcome is extended to everyone at the Cleric Stadium 
today and particularly to the players, officials and supporters of 
Padiham who have made the trip for this afternoon’s Emirates FA Cup 
Preliminary Round match. 

We welcome our old North West Counties 
adversaries for this FA Cup tie and they arrive 
here full of confidence. A 100% start to their 
season (which started a good 2 weeks before we 
did) is made up of 4 league victories, scoring 9 
times and conceding just the one, sandwiching a 
convincing 4-1 away FA Cup Extra Preliminary 
Round at Penistone Church. This follows an 
excellent 2024/25 season that saw them end up 
4th but missed out getting promoted through 
the play-offs (Lower Breck were the winning 
finalists). So free scoring and a miserly defence 
reminds us a little of our gradual progress toward 
promotion to the Northern Premier League. They 
remain the only club with 100% Premier Division 
league record after just 4 games.

Our sojourn through the Midland League and last 
season in the NPL, means we have only crossed 
paths 4 times since the Covid curtailed 2019/20 
season. Honours are even. We drew 3-3 away

and won 2-1 at home in the 2021/22 season and 
lost 1-2 at home and drew 1-1 away in season 
2022/23. We will need to be at our very best to 
overcome a strong and confident side if we are 
to progress any further in this season’s FA Cup. 
The prize fund today will pay £1444.00 to the 
winners and £481.00 to the losers. Today’s 
match will end after the full 90 minutes and if 
the scores are level, we will replay away at 
Padiham’s Ruby Civil Arena, Arbories Memorial 
Sports Ground, Well Street, Padiham, Lancashire, 
BB12 8LE on Tuesday 19th August ko 7.45pm.

Back to our own start to this season, supporters 
need not bee unduly concerned about our 
opening 2 results. A 3-1 defeat at Sporting Khalsa 
on the opening day (on artificial grass) and a 2-2 
draw against Mossley at home might not look 
that good. We have been missing a couple of 
regular first team players and at least the home 
draw on Tuesday did see us creating a lot more



FORWARD

chances than the opening game. For the record, we 
currently stand with P2 W0 D1 L1 F3 A5. After 2 
games last season our record was P2 W0 D1 L1 F3 A6 
and we ended up 3rd and lost in the play off final. 
Lastly, remember the year we won the Midland 
League title? Our August league matches record read 
P4 W1 D1 L2 F8 A8. We won the league losing just 3 
league games all season.

Our draw against Mossley on Tuesday came after 
going behind twice. The Bears levelled up Mossley’s 
first half strike through Danny Needham after some 
skilful play by Ebou Badjie, only to fall behind again 
within 5 minutes after a penalty. Credit to the lads, 
they kept plugging away and got their reward in the 
first minute of additional time through a fine header 
by Shaun Brisley. He was playing for the final 15 
minutes after missing all pre-season and the opening 
2 league games through injury. 

We are due to play away at Stafford Rangers on 
Tuesday 19th August ko 7.45pm unless today’s 
match ends all square and in that case we will be 
travelling to Padiham. 

Then it’s at home next Saturday 23rd August ko 
3pm v Bury. This is an all-ticket match – available 
on sale in the club shop today. Season ticket 
holders can use their season tickets as normal – it 
is a league game.

We hope everyone here enjoys the match and 
importantly, stays safe and has a safe journey 
home. 

MATCH OFFICIALS
REFEREE: PABLO AGUILAR CABANES
ASSISTANT REFEREES:
ELLIOTT HOLMAN
NEAL PODMORE

KEN MEAD
CLUB SECRETARY



SQUAD

Thomas Allen 
Ebou Badjie
Brian Barton
Jack Bates
Owen Beamon
Shaun Brisley
Darren Chadwick
Richard Duffy

MEDICAL STAFF:
Abigail Blythe

COACHING TEAM:
Richard Duffy
Louis Dodd
Oliver Simpson
Peter Ward

Congleton Town FC 24/25 Squad

Kieran Garner-Knapper
Matthew Gillam
Joshua Hall
Thomas Hampton
Ethan Hartshorn
Matthew Liptrott
Max McCarthy

Owen Morris
Daniel Needham
David Parton
George Sankey
Jason Ukatu
Peter Williams
Travis Ziglam

PLAYING SQUAD 2025/26:





HISTORY

It might be hard to imagine today but in the immediate years 
following the establishment of Padiham Football Club in 
November 1878 the ‘Caldersiders’ as they were then known 
were considered one of Lancashire’s soccer pioneers and one of 
the better Club sides in England.

The Padiham Club were in at the birth of the Lancashire Football 
Associations Senior Cup competition in 1879, reached the third 
round proper of the F.A. Cup in season 1883-84 and beat 
Burnley F.C. 6-0, 7-0, 9-1 and 4-2 in their first four encounters. 
Gates of over 2,000 were not uncommon for the visits of teams 
like Blackburn Rovers, Preston North End, Burnley and other 
local rivals to Padiham F.C.’s ground which was originally 
situated on the banks of the River Calder at the end of Wyre 
Street in Padiham and initially leased from the Shuttleworth 
family of Gawthorpe Hall.

At present the site is occupied by the Potterton Myson Limited 
Main Gas factory and nothing remains of the Club's original 
ground which witnessed many encounters with Clubs that later 
achieved Football League status. In fact it was the setting up of 
the Football League and the ensuing loss of fixtures with the 
leading Clubs, as well as the legalisation of professionalism 
within football that ended Padiham’s initial decade of success.

Being an ardent stalwart of the fight waged from Lancashire for 
the legalisation of professionalism in football, Padiham’s 
progressive outlook at the time ironically helped fashion the 
stranglehold football finance came to have on small town Clubs, 
in hindsight it condemned Padiham to an ongoing fight for

survival. Unable to secure the services of players able to 
compete with the bigger surrounding towns and cities, gates 
dropped and as a result reduced income meant Padiham had to 
restrict its activities to playing in the Lancashire Combination 
Football League and at times the local minor leagues.

The outbreak of World War One curtailed Padiham Football 
Club's involvement in active football altogether at the end of the
1915-1916 season, and the loss of their ground during the War 
meant that Padiham Football Club lay dormant until after the 
end of World War Two when they were reformed.

The rebirth of Padiham Football Club came about in 1949 with 
the opening of the Arbories Memorial Sports Ground in 
Padiham on August 20th 1949 when 1,777 spectators turned up 
to see the Club’s opening Lancashire Combination fixture of the 
1949-50 football season.

In 1982, Padiham Football Club became founder members of 
the North West Counties Football League, however in 1990 they 
left the league and joined the West Lancashire Football League 
where they played their football for ten seasons.

Padiham returned to the North West Counties Football League 
for the 2000/2001 season, winning the Premier Division Title in 
2012/13 to gain promotion to the Northern Premier League, 
where they spent two seasons before being relegated back to 
the North West Counties Football League for the 2015/16 
season. Since 1999 the club has spent in the region of £600,000 
upgrading their ground.







SQUAD

Congleton Town FC 24/25 Squad

SQUAD LIST

LEWIS AYRES

JOEL BROWNHILL

JASON HART

PA JENKINS

BRADLEY KNOX

HARLEY LAWTON

LEVI LEWIS





SQUAD

Congleton Town FC 24/25 Squad

SQUAD LIST

FREDDIE MACHELL

JOEL MELIA

DANIEL MORTON (C)

JACK PRICE

LEE PUGH

OLIVER ROBERTS

HYUN SEOL

KIERAN SHERLOCK

ISAAC SMITH

BRADLEY SULLIVAN (GK)

LUCAS WANE

COACHING STAFF

MICHAEL MORRISON (MANAGER)

CAMERON FOSTER (1ST TEAM COACH)

DUNCAN BEAUMONT (COACH)

JACK SIMM (PHYSIO)







INFORMATION

Congleton Town FC 24/25 Squad

Legal Identity: Congleton Town FC (Operations) Limited
Company Number 14885130 | 100% of shares owned by C.E Porter

CLUB CHARITABLE PARTNER:
Mind Body & Sole (Mental Health)

GROUNDSMAN: Paul Minshull
CLUBHOUSE: Rebecca Young
PHOTOGRAPHER: Elliot Treanor
KIT PROVIDER: Fused Sport

CLUB OFFICALS:
CHAIRMAN: Charles Porter
SENIOR FOOTBALL: Chris Rowley
SECRETARY: Ken Mead
MEDIA: Adam Gosling

FIRST TEAM:
MANAGER: Richard Duffy
ASST MANAGER: Louis Dodd
CLUB PHYSIO: Abi Blythe

RESERVE TEAM:
MANAGER: Martin Cornes

LADIES TEAM:
MANAGER: Mark Curry 



INFORMATION

Congleton Town FC 24/25 Squad

WEBSITE: www.ctfc.club
CLUB SHOP: shop@ctfc.club
TWITTER/X: @CongletonFC
INSTAGRAM: @CongletonFC
FACEBOOK: @CongletonFC
EMAIL: admin@ctfc.club 

Legal Identity: Congleton Town FC (Operations) Limited
Company Number 14885130 | 100% of shares owned by C.E Porter

LEGAL ENTITY:
Congleton Town Football Club is owned and operated by: 
Congleton Town FC (Operations) Limited
Company Number – 14885130
Director – Charles Porter
Person(s) of Significant Interest – Charles Porter

PRICES:
Adults - £10* 
Concessions - £7*
Children (U16’s) - £3* 
Under 10’s FREE*

*League games only





SPONSORS

At Congleton Town Football Club, we are proud to showcase our roster of fantastic sponsors 
who have helped make our club the success it is today. Without the support of our generous 
sponsors, we would not be able to continue providing top-quality football matches and events 
for our fans and community.

We believe that our sponsors are more than just financial backers – they are valuable members 
of our community who share our passion for football and supporting local organizations. So why 
not consider becoming a Congleton Town Football Club sponsor today? We can’t wait to 
welcome you to the team!
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