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FORWARD

A very warm welcome is extended to everyone at the Cleric Stadium today and 
particularly to the players, officials and supporters of Avro who have made the 
ǘǊƛǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴΩǎ tƛǘŎƘƛƴƎ Lƴ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ tǊŜƳƛŜǊ [ŜŀƎǳŜ CƛǊǎǘ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ²Ŝǎǘ 
match. 

The Bears come into this match after a real 
mixed bag of results and performances. Their 
record shows a stark difference between home 
and away with 5 away league matches all lost. Of 
those the Bears would consider themselves a 
shade unlucky with defeats at Kidsgrove Athletic 
and last Tuesday at Stalybridge Celtic where they 
put on a good performance but came away 
defeated. In contrast, a week ago at Nantwich 
Town, the team were sadly lacking and never 
looked likely to threaten a comfortable home 
victory. At home, the Bears have also had their 
difficulties but remain unbeaten in their league 
games with 2 draws and latterly 2 wins (Witton 
Albion and Darlaston Town). So, we languish in 
the bottom 4 but six teams have lost more points 
per game than the Bears and winning a couple of 
games will see the team climb a few places up 
the table. We have 2 home games in 4 days 
ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ !ǾǊƻΦ hƴ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ 
two sides are well matched. Last season the 
Bears won 3-1 away in the FA Trophy and then 
won 2-1 in the league game here but Avro got 
their revenge with a 3-2 home victory to end the

Bears remarkable run of 15 unbeaten league games 
ς 11 wins and 4 draws.  They have made a sound 
ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǘ пǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
table following their 4-0 home win on Wednesday 
against Clitheroe.

Our last 2 home games saw us beat Witton Albion 
2-1 with a late winner courtesy of Max McCarthy, 
followed by a tight 1-0 win against Darlaston Town 
with Max McCarthy again on the scoresheet. The 
Bears deserve a bit of credit having played that
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match with 10 men for the last 55 minutes. The 
supporters have been delighted to see Max back in 
the side and after playing for the last half hour in or 
so in the previous 3 matches as he recovers from his 
ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŀƴƪƭŜ ƛƴƧǳǊȅ ƛƴ aŀȅΩǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ƻŦŦ ŦƛƴŀƭΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜ 
started on Tuesday against Stalybridge Celtic, it was 
no coincidence that the Bears played significantly 
better that in the past few games. Again, Max was on 
the scoresheet slamming home a penalty to make 
the score 2-1 before a last minute counter attack 
produced the third for Stalybridge and made the 
ǎŎƻǊŜ ƭƛƴŜ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŦƭŀǘǘŜǊƛƴƎΦ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ 5ǳŦŦȅΩǎ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ 
have been hampered by niggling injuries and 
avoidable suspensions that have restricted his 
playing options.

On Tuesday, Vauxhall Motors are the visitors and 
although we were comfortable 3-1 winners in the FA 
Trophy here in early September, they have made a 
good start to their league campaign and sit in the top 
ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΩǎ ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎΦ

Upcoming fixtures are as follows: On Tuesday 14th 
October ko 7.45 pm, Vauxhall Motors are the visitors 
before we embark on 3 consecutive away matches. 
On Saturday 18th October we are off to Atherton 
Collieries ko 3pm. On Tuesday 22nd October we 
travel to Lower Breck ko 7.45 pm and finish with a 
trip to Bootle on Saturday 25th October lo 3pm. Next 
home game after that will be Saturday 1st November 
ko 3pm v Wythenshawe Town.

The draw for the second round of the Cheshire 
Senior Cup has pitched us away at Macclesfield 
Town. This match will be played on Tuesday 18th 
November ko 7,45 pm. Although the date has been 
agreed, there are currently no further details on 
the match arrangements (eg admission charges 
and whether it will be all ticket, cash at the 
turnstiles or a mixture). As soon as we are aware, 
ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōǎΩ 
social media.

We hope everyone here enjoys the match and 
importantly, stays safe and has a safe journey 
home. 

MATCH OFFICIALS
REFEREE: DANIEL SIMS
ASSISTANT REFEREES:
LEIGH GELL
MATTHEW CLARKE
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SQUAD

Thomas Allen 
Ebou Badjie
Brian Barton
Jack Bates
Owen Beamon
Shaun Brisley
Darren Chadwick
Richard Duffy

MEDICAL STAFF:
Abigail Blythe

COACHING TEAM:
Richard Duffy
Louis Dodd
Oliver Simpson
Peter Ward

Congleton Town FC 24/25 Squad

Kieran Garner-Knapper
Matthew Gillam
Joshua Hall
Thomas Hampton
Ethan Hartshorn
Matthew Liptrott
Max McCarthy
Owen Morris

Daniel Needham
David Parton
George Sankey
Jason Ukatu
Peter Williams
Theo Stair
Travis Ziglam

PLAYING SQUAD 2025/26:





HISTORY

The history of our club begins in the years just before the start 
of the Second World War. World famous Manchester based 
aircraft pioneer A.V.Roe established an aircraft factory which 
was situated on the edge of Chadderton and Moston in North 
Manchester. The factory would become the manufacturing 
ƘƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳŜŘ  Ψ5ŀƳōǳǎǘŜǊǎΩ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ς the Avro Lancaster, 
ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ /ƻƭŘ ²ŀǊ Ψ±Ω ōƻƳōŜǊ - the Avro Vulcan, 
amongst others. 

A.V Roe had a smaller factory in Failsworth, where the Lancaster 
Social Club was located. 1936 saw this 16th century Lodge 
purchased by the AVRO works manager Mr Roy Dobson prior to 
the company opening their main Chadderton/Moston factory. In 
1950, the Lodge was opened up to all personnel of Avro and 
took on the Lancaster Club name. 

The Grade II listed Lancaster Club then became the clubs 
headquarters for the next 67 years. We joined the Manchester 
League in 1954/55 season and won the Division 1 Championship 
in 1988/89 and re-established our junior teams but lasted just 
three seasons in the Premier Division before being relegated in 
1991/92. We again won Division 1 in 2003/04 and won 
promotion to the Premier Division, but we were again relegated 
after three seasons in 2006/07. 

We bounced back immediately and were back in the Premier 
Division in 2008/09. There followed success with us capturing 
the Manchester League Premier Division title in in 2009/10. By 
this time Oldham Council had bought the Lancaster Club land 
from Oldham Athletic FC who had purchased it as part of a plan 
to build a new stadium on the site, which never materialised, 
and the council sold the land for development as housing. 

.

After a lot of hard work and negotiations with Oldham Council 
and various other parties by Chairman Rob Fuller, we were 
granted a lease on the former Whitebank Stadium in Limehurst 
Village, Oldham. Again, after an enormous amount of work to 
bring it up to standard, this became our new home ground in 
2017 meaning a move from our traditional Manchester base of 
Failsworth to the Oldham Limeside estate near Hollinwood. 

The new stadium was christened The Vestacare Stadium after a 
long term sponsorship deal was done with local care company 
Vestacare. In Summer 2017 the new management team of Lee 
hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ ŀƴŘ WŀƳŜǎ IŀƳǇǎƻƴ ǘƻƻƪ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ǘƻ 
Manchester League Premier Division title, and the Manchester 
FA County  Cup double  in their first season

The move to the new stadium allowed the club to pursue its 
ambitions of Step 6 football which was achieved in 2018 with 
promotion to the NWCFL Division 1 North. In our first season in 
NWCFL we reached the semi-final of the Macron Cup, and the 
final of the First Division Cup, as well as reaching the 3rd Round 
Proper of the FA Vase. In the league we finished runners-up to 
Longridge Town and were promoted as one of the highest 
points per game clubs in the country. Our first season in the 
NWCFL Premier Division 2019/20 saw us consolidate and finish a 
respectable 12th position after 30 games, the season being 
curtailed by the Corona Virus pandemic. 

We also made a first appearance in the FA Cup, losing to 
Litherland REMYCA. In the curtailed 2020/21 the team finished 
on Boxing Day top of the Premier Division after some excellent
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performances, particularly away from home. The 20/21 FA Cup 
ended in a defeat at home to Bootle after a performance that 
very nearly took the higher placed Merseysiders to penalties.

January 2022 saw the surprise  resignation of our successful 
management duo of Lee O'Brien and James Hampson with the 
club sitting in a highly respectable 5th position in the Premier 
Division. Chairman Rob Fuller and the board acted swiftly and 
appointed from within and player Alex Frost became the new 
manager, appointing the highly experienced Phil Edghill as his 
righthand man. The positive results continued in the league and 
we finished in a very creditable 6thposition. 

During the close season the new management team recruited 
excellently and also tied down on contract many of our squad 
for the first time, and we headed into the 2022/23 season in a 
strong position but knowing how tough the battle would be to
secure a promotion place. We hit the ground running and 
recorded a club record 720 minutes without conceding a goal, 
Emley in the FA Vase being the first team to score against us on 
26th August 9 games into the season. 

That consistency continued through the season and we suffered 
consecutive defeats on only 2 occasions, finishing the season 
with fewest goals conceded in the NWCFL Premier Division in 
2nd position. That led to a play-off final at NPL side Lincoln 
United, an historic day for the club as goals from Tom Bentham 
and Jack Morrow in a 2-1 win fired us up into the Northern 
Premier League. Our first season in the Northern Premier 
League West saw us make an immediate impact at Step 4. The 
team was in the running for a play-off place until the end of the 
season and finished with one of the best defensive records as
well as one of the best overall away records in the division, 
eventually finishing a creditable 8th place. 

Notable victories included league 'doubles' over champions 
Leek Town and also promoted Prescot Cables,and we also made 
an historic first appearance in the Manchester Premier Cup 
final. At the end of the season management duo Alex Frost and

Phil Edghill stepped down due to increased work commitments 
and the club moved fast to secure the appointment of 
successful Abbey Hey joint managers Michael Norton and David 
Birch. The 24/25 season saw early exits from all the cup 
competitions, although a great run to the Fenix Trophy Final 
Four saw us travel to Lake Iseo, Italy to compete in this 
prestigious European trophy. 

League form saw us once again challenge for play-off places in 
the NPL until the final stage of the season. The board made the 
decision towards the end of 24/25 to replace the management 
team and once again looked to within the club and appointed 
experienced goalkeeper Grant Shenton as new manager for 
25/26 season. We wish Grant all the best as he looks to make his 
mark in management after a long and distinguished career in 
the semi-professional game in the North-West. 




