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A very warm welcome is extended to everyone at the Cleric Stadium today and 
particularly to the players, officials and supporters of Newcastle Town who have 
ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴΩǎ tƛǘŎƘƛƴƎ Lƴ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ tǊŜƳƛŜǊ [ŜŀƎǳŜ CƛǊǎǘ 
Division West match. 

²Ŝ Ƴǳǎǘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ōȅ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ bŜǿŎŀǎǘƭŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ 
manager Neil Baker our very best wishes for a 
full and speedy recovery following a heart attack 
ƛƴ ƭŀǘŜ hŎǘƻōŜǊΦ bŜƛƭ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜ ŦƻǊ 
nearly 2 years now, having spent a long period as 
manager of Leek Town. There will not be many 
local non-League fans who have not heard or 
come across Neil at a match somewhere.

Both teams today find themselves just above the 
relegation zone. The Bears are 18th on 17 points 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜ ŀǊŜ ƻƴŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ 
ahead. The importance of this match is that both 
sides will be looking for the 3 points to move 
themselves closer to the group of teams in mid 
table, where 11 sides are separated by just 4 
points from 22 to 26 points (Runcorn Linnets 
who are 5th in the table). The Bears had slightly 
the better of things last season. In the home 
match, almost one year ago, Newcastle was the 
better side over the 90 minutes but had to settle 
for a 0-0 draw. At Lilleshall Road, the Bears came 
away 2-1 winners back in March.

Our last home game was mid-week against Runcorn 
Linnets and after the shock of going behind in less 
than two minutes, the Bears gradually played 
themselves back into the game and at the final 
whistle, a 1-1 scoreline was a fair result on the 
night. It was good to see Owen Morris notch his 
first goal for the Bears. That was followed by last 
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΩǎ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ ŦŀŎŜ /ƭƛǘƘŜǊƻŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŀ 
disappointing affair. The first blow was approaching 
half time when Max McCarthy was though on goal 
and was victim to strong challenge from the 
Clitheroe goalkeeper, that many in the ground were 
expecting to see him sent off. The referee could see 
nothing wrong with the challenge and Max had to 
be substituted a couple of minutes later after trying 
to carry on injured. Dave Parton was next to fall 
foul of a harsh decision when he part cleared the 
ball and chased it following up. His dive to reclaim 
the ball allowed the ball to squirt free and with the 
Clitheroe full back holding him down, he forced his 
way free only to find the match stopped, both Dave 
and the full back cautioned, Dave sent off for a 
second yellow card and the match restarted with a
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free kick to the Bears. Very preventable by a swifter 
response from the referee had he seen the potential 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŦƻǳƭΩǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ŜǎŎŀƭŀǘŜΦ 
Finally, to rub salt in the Bears wounds. Darren 
Chadwick was cautioned for a perfectly straight 
forward sliding tackle that cleanly took the ball and 
by comparison with the unpunished challenge on 
Max, was fairly executed.

As our injury list continues to cause problems, we 
have welcomed Remi Raymond form Altrincham on 
loan and Harry Motley on dual registration from 
Macclesfield Town. The irony over Harry joining us, is 
that he may well be facing us on Tuesday for 
Macclefield in the Cheshire Senior Cup.

Our next match is on Tuesday 18th November ko 
7.45pm when we travel the short distance to 
Macclesfield FC ko 7.45pm in the Cheshire Senior 
Cup 2nd Round. Then we are back here on Saturday 
22nd November ko 3pm when Chasetown are the 
visitors.

3UP: Why the wait? 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƳŀǘŎƘ ƪƛŎƪǎ ƻŦŦ ŀǘ оΦлоǇƳ ς three minutes 
later than usual ς as clubs across the country unite 
for the 3UP Day of Action, a campaign calling for 
fairness, opportunity and sporting merit in English 
football. When the National League was founded in 
1979, then known as the Alliance Premier League, it 
was created to give ambitious clubs a national 
platform and a genuine pathway into the Football 
[ŜŀƎǳŜΦ .ǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǇƛƻƴŜŜǊǎΣ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ 
work out that way. For the first 7 seasons, even the 
champions were denied entry. Promotion depended 
on a vote by existing League clubs, and year after 
year they voted to keep things exactly as they 

wereΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ мфус ǘƘŀǘ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎ 
promotion was finally introduced τ and even then, 
just one place. It took another 16 years, in 2002, 
before a second route was added through the play-
offs. That means 23 years passed between the 
ƭŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ 
ōŜƛƴƎ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘΦ !ƴŘ ƴƻǿΣ но ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ 
waiting for the third. Across the EFL and the 
Premier League, every other nationwide division 
ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǳǇΣ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŘƻǿƴΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜΣ ŦŀƛǊ 
system based on what happens on the pitch. But 
between League Two and the National League, the 
door remains half closed τ two up, two down τ 
despite the quality of football and the 
professionalism at this level. 

Look at the evidence. Since 2003, newly promoted 
clubs from the National League have finished, on 
average, around 11th place in League Two the 
following season ς top half. Eight clubs have even 
achieved back-to-back promotions, going straight 
ƛƴǘƻ [ŜŀƎǳŜ hƴŜΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƭǳŎƪ ƻǊ ƴƻǾŜƭǘȅ ς ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 
proof of strength. So today, those three extra 
minutes before kick-off stand for something bigger. 
They symbolise the 23 years and counting that 
clubs, players and supporters have been waiting for 
fairer movement in our game. The message is 
simple: football should reward success, not protect 
ǎǘŀǘǳǎΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ о¦tΦ ²Ƙȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƛǘΚ LǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ 
put football first.

We hope everyone here enjoys the match and 
importantly, stays safe and has a safe journey 
home. 

MATCH OFFICIALS
REFEREE: THOMAS FOX
ASSISTANT REFEREES:
GENARRO CONTURSI
ANDREW PHILBIN
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SQUAD

Thomas Allen 
Ebou Badjie
Brian Barton
Jack Bates
Owen Beamon
Shaun Brisley
Darren Chadwick
Richard Duffy

MEDICAL STAFF:
Abigail Blythe

COACHING TEAM:
Richard Duffy
Louis Dodds
Oliver Simpson
Peter Ward

Congleton Town FC 24/25 Squad

Kieran Garner-Knapper
Matthew Gillam
Joshua Hall
Thomas Hampton
Ethan Hartshorn
Matthew Liptrott
Max McCarthy
Owen Morris

Daniel Needham
David Parton
George Sankey
Jason Ukatu
Peter Williams
Theo Stair
Travis Ziglam
Harry Motley
Remi Raymond (loan)

PLAYING SQUAD 2025/26:



HISTORY

Newcastle Town FC emerged in its current format from a merger 
with Parkway Clayton in 1986. 

The Stadium, deep in the Lyme Valley Parkway in Newcastle 
under Lyme, Staffordshire has a capacity of 4,000, covered 
accommodation for 1000, seating for 300, a clubhouse and 
£85,000 floodlighting system. The playing surface is surrounded 
by one of the few recognised cycling tracks in the north of the 
country which hosts many competitions and previously used by 
the Great British Cycling Team. 

In the season immediately after the merger, Newcastle Town 
enjoyed much success ending runners up in the Mid Cheshire 
League and moving into the North West Counties League as a 
limited company in 1987. 

!ŦǘŜǊ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ¢ǿƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мффлΩǎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō 
enjoyed a lot of success in Division One winning the Tennants 
Floodlit Trophy, the Walsall Senior Cup and the NWCL Floodlit 
Trophy although constantly just missing out on promotion at the 
death.
In the 96/97 season the club enjoyed a tremendous run in the 
FA Cup defeating Winsford United, Frickley and Bamber Town 
from the Unibond League on their way to the first round proper 
where they narrowly lost to Notts County, the oldest league club 
in the world, at what was to be one of the last cup ties at Stoke 
/ƛǘȅΩǎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ DǊƻǳƴŘΦ

Following the turn of the century promotion continued to 
escape the clutches of Newcastle although playing extremely 
entertaining football under the likes of managers Ray Walker 
before his move to Crewe Alexandria and Nigel Gleghorn 
formerly with Stoke City.
In the season 2006/07, Town form fell away after a very 
promising start and management duo Greg Clowes and Dorian 
Garner took over the reins after a successful period with 
Unibond side Alsager Town. Results picked up and new players 
arrived with Castle only losing 4 of their last 18 games in the 
new duos first season in charge. Paul Ratcliffe also took over as 
Chairman of the club at this time.

The next couple of years saw the management continue to build 
a side that would challenge for promotion although both proved 
disappointing with Castle again narrowly missing out mainly due 
to key players injuries. Despite the disappointment of no 
promotion Newcastle players Simon Eldershaw (Player of the 
Month) Jon Ritchie (Safe Hands) and Richard Minor (Division1 
Player of the Season) brought success with their awards.

Finally, in Season 2009/10 Newcastle Town achieved their 
dream of promotion. They led the Vodkat League from day 1 
and by the time they dropped their first points having won the 
first 28 games, the title was almost secure.
Best start, most League wins in a season and most points were 
three of the records that the club broke. They also lifted the 
Staffs Senior Cup for the first time with an amazing 6-1 victory 
over Port Vale at Vale Park.

IŀǊŘƭȅ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǎǳƴƪ ƛƴ ǿƘŜƴ bŜǿŎŀǎǘƭŜ ¢ƻǿƴ 
were rocked in the close season with both Manager Greg 
Clowes and Assistant Dorian Garner leaving for Stafford Rangers 
taking the whole squad with them.

Undaunted the club followed current policy and appointed from 
within with John Diskin, Dave Sutton and Ivan Lodge being 
promoted from their respective roles with both the second 
Team and the Youth Team. Their brief was to rebuild a First 
Team squad capable of confirming their position within the Evo 
Stik First Division. Castle achieved their immediate goal sitting 
mid table with notable results against teams challenging for 
promotion this season as well as winning performances in 
competitions against teams from higher divisions.

Castle ended the 2011-12 season in a respectable position but 
with higher hopes as there was a great deal of success from the 
ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΦ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ¦ƴŘŜǊ мсǎ 
secured a Sentinel Shield win after a gap of 25 years since they 
last won the trophy in 1987. 
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Town continued to build for the future in 2012-13 in a season 
which saw an influx of their successful Youth Team into the First 
Team Squad as the season progressed. The Sentinel Cup was 
won for the first time since 1995 beating Alsager Town by a 
record 8-1 victory. During and after the season, many of Towns 
talented players eventually went onto play professional football 
with Tom Conlon signing for Peterborough United, Josh Gordon 
eventually going to Leicester City and Rai Simons going to 
Chesterfield FC. 

Season 2013-мп ǎŀǿ /ŀǎǘƭŜΩǎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǎƛŘŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
season and finish a very respectable eighth in the League. With 
the Young Reserve side reaching the final of the Leek Cup and 
the Youth Team winning the County Youth Floodlit Cup, it was 
good season for Town. Jeff Harrall took over as Chairman as 
Paul Ratcliffe stepped down.

Further improvement came in 2014-15 with Castle reaching the
play-offs where they were defeated by Sutton Coldfield Town, 
ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǊŜƳƛŜǊ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΦ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƻŦ 
developing youngsters looks to be paying dividends as more 
trophies were forthcoming. Newcastle also won awards for Fair 
Play and their lack of dissent as they build a reputation of 
playing the game in the right manner with good football.

A Sentinel Cup win against Meir KA in extra time saw our Under 
17s, which included Love Island and Celebrity saw Wes Nelson 
play, claim the trophy with the Under 16s also claiming the 
Sentinel Shield, also after extra time.

The season saw Town struggle with injuries culminating with 
Manager Ivan Lodge suffering a stroke. Ivan decided to step 
down to concentrate on his recovery and at the end of the 
season his brother-in-law and former Norton and Witton 
Manager Scott Dundas was appointed to the role to take the 
Club forward.

The 2016 Sentinel Cup saw more competition history as 
Newcastle had both their Under 18s and Under 17s competing 
in the final, which was held at Vale Park. It was the Under 17s 
who eventually won the competition with a 3-2 win. 
The Under 16s won the Midland Junior Premier League Trophy 
as well, the first in the clubs history.

A major development for the club happened in July 2016 when 
the Youth Section moved to a new home. The Roe Lane Playing 
Fields site is a 20-acre football centre, with 14 well sized 
changing rooms, a club shop, offices, and community room, 
located in Newcastle-under-Lyme, just 1 mile away from the 1st 
Teams Lyme Valley home. 

Further developments following in September 2016 when Club 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ DŀǾƛƴ !ǇǇƭŜōȅ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ άbŜǿŎŀǎǘƭŜ ¢ƻǿƴ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ϧ 
9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅέ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 16-19 year olds to study for a 
BTEC Sports qualification while continuing their football journey 
under the guidance of ex-professional footballer Robin van der 
Laan.

The 1st Team had a strong season, being in contention 
throughout for a play-off position but narrowly missed out on 
the last day of the season. 
The club saw plenty of success in the youth ranks with the 
Floodlit Under 18s team finishing second place in the Midland 
Floodlit League and winning the Midweek Staffordshire Floodlit 
Cup. The Under 17s won the Sentinel Cup and the Under 16s 
won the Sentinel Shield again. 

At the end of the 2017-2018 season, Manager Scott Dundas 
resigned and was replaced by Bob Askey, and after a promising 
start Castle dropped down the table towards relegation danger. 
Striker Jordan Cole was sold to Nantwich Town and Bob Askey 
was replaced by Robin Van Der Laan, with Town eventually 
staying up on the last day of the season with a win against 
Belper Town FC. 

The Sentinel Cup and Sentinel Shield was once again secured by 
the Under 18s and Under 16s, with Castle becoming a 
formidable force in these historic competitions. 

The 2018-2019 season saw big changes behind the scenes with 
former Chairman Paul Ratcliffe returning to a restructured 
board, which saw youth stalwart Gavin Appleby become Vice 
Chairman and former Chair Jeff Harrall move to Finance 
Director. A major sponsorship deal was agreed, seeing the 
stadium renamed The Red Industries Stadium and over the 
course of the season, the home, away and changing rooms were 
completed refurbished now hosting some of the best changing 
facilities in the league. 


