OFFICIAL CONGLETON TOWN FC MATCHDAY PROGRAMME
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CONGLETON

TOWN FC

BY KEN MEAD
CLUB SECRETARY

A very warm welcome is extended to everyone at the Cleric Stadium today and
particularly to the players, officials and supporters of Newcastle Town who have
YRS GKS UNARLI F2NJ 0KAA SOSYyAy3aIQa t Al
Division West match.

This match has been+a&ranged for tonight both sides will be looking for the 3 points to move
following the postponement of the original themselves closer to the group of teams in mid
fixture on 15th November due to the heavy rain table. The Bears had slightly the better of things last
the night before. The same situation presents season. In the home match, a year ago, Newcastle
itself again for this match as Storm Breda is due was the better side over the 90 minutes but had to
to hit Monday evening through to Tuesday settle for a G0 draw. At Lilleshall Road, the Bears
morning (and possibly later). came away 2. winners back in March.

2SS Ydzad adl NI o6& &Sy RAY IStrandely,dhe maich Be phy@dhéfora the original
manager Neil Baker our very best wishes for a postponement, was at home to Runcorn Linnets

full and speedy recovery following a heart attack and after the shock of going behind in less than two

Ay ©F0S hOl20SNP bSAf KIniinutesStsBears gradiiallypkyed themseldes f S 7
nearly 2 years now, having spent a long period as  back into the game and at the final whistle,4 1

manager of Leek Town. There will not be many scoreline was a fair result on the night. Tonight, the
local nonLeague fans who have not heard or match we played before this game was also

come across Neil at a match somewhere. It will Runcorn Linnets (awajput the outcome was one
take something biblical to keep Neil away from the Bears will want to forget.-Q down after 25
football for long. minutes to a strong and quick Linnets side, the

Bears rallied and goals froBbouBadjie and Matt
Both teams today find themselves just above the Gillam levelled the score, but a further lapse
relegation zone. The Bears are 18th on 19 points allowed the Linnets to go-3 up in the 4 minutes of
FYR GKS W/ FadGftsS FNB 2y (aldsd titné. Yn® setapdihyllfisi@rted Rightly for tiledzii
one place ahead on goal difference and a game Bearsbut further errors saw the Linnets run out
in hand. The importance of this match is that comfortable 62 winners.



We still have Remi Raymond on loan from

Altrincham and Harry Motley dual registered with
Macclesfield FC and we also have Matthew Lay from g
Burton Albion to shore up our injury hit squad. \

Our next match is at home Saturday 13th December |
ko 3pm v Lower Breck, followed by another home
game a weelkater onSaturday 20th December when
Sporting Khalsa are the visitors. On Friday 26th
December we are away at Shifnal Town ko 3pm. Tha
ends 2025 and we begin 2026 with the home fixture
againstKidsgroveAthletic on Thursday 1st January
ko 3pm.

We hope everyone here enjoys the match and
importantly, stays safe and has a safe journey
home.

Ken

KEN MEAD
CLUB SECRETARY

MATCH OFFICIALS
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Introducing the Spectral Intent Elite
Exclusive Northern Premier League Match Ball :

+ Microcoated PU casing equalizes airflow

+ Engineered PU for increased response
& enhanced contraol |

- Optimal sphericity for straight flight

- Modified latex bladder for imprO\.led balance &
accuracy ‘
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e: sales@chryso.co.uk
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THE BEARS

Thomas Allen Matthew Gillam GeorgeSankey
EbouBadijie Joshua Hall JasonUkatu

Brian Barton Thomas Hampton Peter Williams
Jack Bates Ethan Hartshorn Theo Stair

Owen Beamon Matthew Liptrott TravisZiglam
Shaun Brisley Max McCarthy Harry Motley
Darren Chadwick OwenMorris Remi Raymond (Loan)
RichardDuffy Daniel Needham SebastiarQuinn
KieranGarnerKnapper DavidParton Matthew Lay (Loan)
Richard Duffy Abigail Blythe

Louis Dodds

Oliver Simpson
Peter Ward
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Newcastle Town FC emerged in its current format from a merger
with Parkway Clayton in 1986.

The Stadium, deep in the Lyme Valley Parkway in Newcastle
under Lyme, Staffordshire has a capacity of 4,000, covered
accommodation for 1000, seating for 300, a clubhouse and
£85,000 floodlighting system. The playing surface is surrounded
by one of the few recognised cycling tracks in the north of the
country which hosts many competitions and previously used by
the Great British Cycling Team.

In the season immediately after the merger, Newcastle Town
enjoyed much success ending runners up in the Mid Cheshire
League and moving into théorth WestCounties League as a
limited company in 1987.
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enjoyed a lot of success in Division One winningTtaenants
Floodlit Trophy, the Walsall Senior Cup and the NWCL Floodlit
Trophy although constantly just missing out on promotion at the
death.

In the 96/97 season the club enjoyed a tremendous run in the
FA Cup defeating Winsford Unitdehickleyand Bamber Town

from the UnibondLeague on their way to the first round proper
where they narrowly lost to Notts County, the oldest league club
in the world, at what was to be one of the last cup ties at Stoke
/ AGeQa FlyzdzAdA +AO00G2NRAL

Following the turn of the century promotion continued to
escape the clutches of Newcastle although playing extremely
entertaining football under the likes of managers Ray Walker
before his move to Crewe Alexandria and Nigel Gleghorn
formerly with Stoke City.

In the season 2006/07, Town form fell away after a very
promising start and management duo Greg Clowes and Dorian
Garner took over the reins after a successful period with
Unibondside Alsager Town. Results picked up and new players
arrived with Castle only losing 4 of their last 18 games in the
new duos first season in charge. Paul Ratcliffe also took over as
Chairman of the club at this time.

The next couple of years saw the management continue to build
a side that would challenge for promotion although both proved
disappointing with Castle again narrowly missing out mainly due
to key players injuries. Despite the disappointment of no

promotion Newcastle players Sim&itdershaw(Player of the
Month) Jon Ritchie (Safe Hands) and Richard Minor (Divisionl
Player of the Season) brought success with their awards.

KS

Finally, in Season 2009/10 Newcastle Town achieved their
dream of promotion. They led théodkatLeague from day 1

and by the time they dropped their first points having won the
first 28 games, the title was almost secure.

Best start, most League wins in a season and most points were
three of the records that the club broke. They also lifted the
Staffs Senior Cup for the first time with an amazirigvictory

over Port Vale at Vale Park.
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were rocked in the close season with both Manager Greg

Clowes and Assistant Dorian Garner leaving for Stafford Rangers
taking the whole squad with them.

Undaunted the club followed current policy and appointed from
within with John Diskin, Dave Sutton and Ivan Lodge being
promoted from their respective roles with both the second
Team and the Youth Team. Their brief was to rebuild a First
Team squad capable of confirming their position within the Evo
Stik First Division. Castle achieved their immediate goal sitting
mid table with notable results against teams challenging for
promotion this season as well as winning performances in
competitions against teams from higher divisions.

Castle ended the 20112 season in a respectable position but
with higher hopes as there was a great deal of success from the
@2dzy3SNI LX I @SNE O2YAy3
secured a Sentinel Shield win after a gap of 25 years since they
last won the trophy in 1987.
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Town continued to build for the future in 20413 in a season A major development for the club happened in July 2016 when
which saw an influx of their successful Youth Team into the First  the Youth Section moved to a new home. The Roe Lane Playing
Team Squad as the season progressed. The Sentinel Cup was Fields site is a 28cre football centre, with 14 well sized

won for the first time since 1995 beating Alsager Town by a changing rooms, a club shop, offices, and community room,

record 81 victory. During and after the season, many of Towns located in NewcastleinderLyme, just 1 mile away from the 1st

talented players eventually went onto play professional football Teams Lyme Valley home.

with Tom Conlon signing for Peterborough United, Josh Gordon  Further developments following in September 2016 when Club
eventually going to Leicester City and Rai Simons going to 5ANBOG2NI DF @Ay ! LILJX So6& &aSih dzlJ GK
Chesterfield FC. 9RdzOI G A2y | OMNRIS yearbldsd dtudlyfas 4 y 3

BTEC Sports qualification while continuing their football journey
Season201®n &l ¢ /L aidt SQa &2dz/3 &A RSderihy guNan $f efrcessibnEdoalel Robik \&n der
season and finish a very respectable eighth in the League. With ~ Laan.
the Young Reserve side reaching the final of the Leek Cup and

the Youth Team winning the County Youth Floodlit Cup, it was The 1st Team had a strong season, being in contention

good season for Town. Jeff Harrall took over as Chairman as throughout for a playoff position but narrowly missed out on

Paul Ratcliffe stepped down. the last day of the season.

Further improvement came in 201%5 with Castle reaching the The club saw plenty of success in the youth ranks with the
play-offs where they were defeated by Sutton Coldfield Town, Floodlit Under 18s team finishing second place in the Midland
6K2 gSNB LINRPY2GSR (G2 GKS t NBYARoNditseagik and @inhing the MislweekaStatidrishikedFodiz F
developing youngsters looks to be paying dividends as more Cup. The Under 17s won the Sentinel Cup and the Under 16s

trophies were forthcoming. Newcastle also won awards for Fair won the Sentinel Shield again.

Play and their lack of dissent as they build a reputation of

playing the game in the right manner with good football. At the end of the 2012018 season, Manager Scott Dundas

A Sentinel Cup win against Meir KA in extra time saw our Under  resigned and was replaced by Bob Askey, and after a promising
17s, which included Love Island and Celebrity saw Wes Nelson  start Castle dropped down the table towards relegation danger.

play, claim the trophy with the Under 16s also claiming the Striker Jordan Cole was sold to Nantwich Town and Bob Askey

Sentinel Shield, also after extra time. was replaced by Robin Van Der Laan, with Town eventually
staying up on the last day of the season with a win against

The season saw Town struggle with injuries culminating with Belper Town FC.

Manager lvan Lodge suffering a stroke. lvan decided to step

down to concentrate on his recovery and at the end of the The Sentinel Cup and Sentinel Shield was once again secured by

season his brothein-law and former Norton and Witton the Under 18s and Under 16s, with Castle becoming a

Manager Scott Dundas was appointed to the role to take the formidable force in these historic competitions.

Club forward.

The 2016 Sentinel Cup saw more competition history as The 2018019 season saw big changes behind the scenes with

Newcastle had both their Under 18s and Under 17s competing former Chairman Paul Ratcliffe returning to a restructured

in the final, which was held at Vale Park. It was the Under 17s board, which saw youth stalwart Gavin Appleby become Vice

who eventually won the competition with aBwin. Chairman and former Chair Jeff Harrall move to Finance

The Under 16s won the Midland Junior Premier League Trophy  Director. A major sponsorship deal was agreed, seeing the

as well, the first in thelubshistory. stadium renamed The Red Industries Stadium and over the

course of the season, the home, away and changing rooms were
completed refurbished now hosting some of the best changing
facilities in the league.

Unfortunately, in March (2019) the club mourned the passing of

On the pitch, the 1st Team produced a mixed bag of results
however secured their place in the league easily, with one of the
youngest teams in the Division. Another Town striker, Aaron
Bott was sold to neighbours Leek Town FC in September and at
the end of the season, popular midfielder James Steele also left,
sold to Widnes FC.

There was more success from the youth set up as the Under 18s
retained the Sentinel Cup forracord breakingth time in a

Oft dzo t S3ISYR /2fAy {LISYyOSNE I FGSN



25 YEARS CHAMPIONING GRASSROOTS

Shout it from the terraces,

it’s our anniversary! Since 2000,
we've been transforming lives,
giving every community great
places to play sport. We're not
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Plumbing & Drains Services
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From blocked drains to burst pipes,
we're here to help. We're proud to
offer 24/7/365 emergency

response to local communities

across the UK. No matter the
problem, you can count on
Dyno-Rod to get your home or
business flowing again.
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row, the Under 17s won the Staffordshire County Cup and the
Under 16s achieved a 3rd in a row Sentinel Shield win.

The 20192020 season saw even more improvements at the
club, with an extensive pitch renovation supported by local
contractorCampeysvhich saw visitors from across Europe to
see the work being undertaken, and the club office was
replaced also. The young team had spells of inconsistency and
despite being bottom of the table for three consecutive weeks,
Town pulled themselves safely away from the from the
relegation area.

Town had more success with their continued youth policy with
Josh Williams transferring to Crystal Palace. Sadly, the season
was cut short due to the Coronavirus pandemic.

The 20262021 season saw Town enter the season with
restricted attendances due to the ongoing Coronavirus
pandemic, however Castle started the season in excellent form
and as the second national lockdown hit in December, we sat
3rd in the table having lost just 1 game away against Chasetown
FC.

As the national lockdown proceeded, Ryan Mclean, who had
been the clubs star of the season so far, was transferred on loan
to Hereford FC until May, with a view to a permanent transfer.

In Februarythe news came that the 1st Teams season would not
resume.

In better news, the Under 18s won a 6th consecutive Sentinel
Cup beating Abbey Hulton United in arte of the 2019 final by
a score line of 4. The record sees Town continue to make
history in the historic competition.

The redevelopment of the Lyme Valley and Stadium continued
with a brandnew café being built, the directors lounge
upgraded, and a new club shop located by the away stand
installed.

Ryan Mclean and James Melhado were transferred from the 1st
Team to Hereford FC and Salford City respectively during the
2021-2022pre season

The youth side of the club took on a letegm lease in
September for the running of TAWammyplaying fields, to
continue with the expansion of thelubsactivities in the
community.

On 28th February 2022, Town were dealt the devasting news
that Chairman Paul Ratcliffe had passed away after a short
illness. The club duly announced that his Wife was to become
[AFS t NBaARSyid 2F GKS /ftdzo Ay
Saturday 26th March 2022, we held a Memorial Day on the
national NonLeague Day. Gavin Appleby stepped up to become
Chairman following a board meeting.

Further success followed for the Youth side of the club, when

the Under 18s managed to win the Midweek Floodlit County
Cup againstiaughmong coming out 54 winners on penalties.

S vyQa
the table, a serioukng terminjury to star player Nathan
Morley in December saw the teams form plumate, however a
late run towards the end of the season saw Town safe for
another season.
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In July 2022, the club further honoured former Club Stalwart
Colin Spencer by renaming the boardroom, The Colin Spencer
Boardroom, which was officially open by his daughter Lynne and
her family.

After a fine start to the season Castle started to slide down the
table and following three heavy defeats Manager Robin Van Der
Laan and his team were replaced by new manager Paul Moore
and coach PaMcKeirnonand Reserve coaches Dean Gillick

and Chris Broad for the last three games. Impressive victories
against Leek Town and Trafford saw Town retain their League
status.

Developments off the pitch continued with the opening of the
Paul Ratcliffe Suite at the ground and by far the biggest and
most important for the Club was the opening of the floodlit 4G
pitch at the Roe Lane Playing Facility. With the facility being
used for some games, training, the Academy, the Juniors and
the Community the club is in the proceswér haulingts Staff
and the way in which it is run. The future is certainly looking
blue.

Season 20224 proved to be an eventful year with Manager

Paul Moore losing his job after a poor run of results and being
replaced by former Leek Town Manager and Crewe assistant
Manager Neil Baker supported by Paul Wright and Dean Gillick.
Despite a few ups and downs Neil up and down season but this
qOrRiyG BetEdth shaws signsef tieZlubywdshigy Nikas the/ R 2 y
Management Team add a few players to the squad.



NEWCASTLE TOWN FC

PEN
PICS 2025/26

JOE SLINROALKEEPER

Highly rated young keeper. Formally with Port Vale he will be JACK DERBYSHIFEF-ENDER

looking to make a big name for himself and has a big future  Experienced fulbback equally at home on either side or in the

with the club. centre. Gets forward well and good in the air. Signed from
KidsgroveAthletic.

DAN HARRISOCBIOALKEEPER

Highly rated young keeper. Won goalkeeper of the monthin TOMJONE&ORWARD

the North WestCounties League. Now back with Castle for his Young forward on dual registration from Altrincham to gain

second spell. experience at this level. Now a permanent member of the club
Quick striker with an eye for goal. Looking to establish himself

ETHAN VALHEIDFIELD at this level.

Another highly rated youngster signed from Burton Albion

following a successful . Now signed-firiie on his release SEAN LAWTODBEFENDER

from Burton Albion. Midfield player with a good range of Joined the club in the close season from Hanley Towrb&ck

passing and good from dead ball situations. Will be looking to who can play on both sides and is happy both defensively and

develop into one of the top midfield players in the League. getting forward.

OLIVER RITCHVEDFIELDER/DEFENDER TIM GRICEORWARD

Joined in the close season from Uttoxeter Town for his second Experienced forward who was signed this season from Leek

stay at the club having made his debut as ayoungsteratleft ¢ 2 6y ® 52S8ay Qi ySSR lyé& AyiNRRdzOGA 2
back. Equally at home anywhere down the left side. Supporter® F NSSNJ 4 [ SS1® |4 I RRSR SELISNASY
Player of the Year last season. has carried on where he left off at Leek.






