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FORWARD

A very warm welcome is extended to everyone at the Cleric Stadium today and 
particularly to the players, officials and supporters of Atherton Collieries who 
ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴΩǎ tƛǘŎƘƛƴƎ Lƴ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ tǊŜƳƛŜǊ [ŜŀƎǳŜ CƛǊǎǘ 
Division West match. 

As we enter the final quarter of the league 
season, we have to recognise that for whatever 
the reasons, the Bears face a massive challenge 
to retain our status in the Northern Premier 
League. Since the 4th November 2025, we have 
played 16 league matches and have won just 2, 
both at home and against sides in the bottom 
third of the table. We have drawn six, meaning 
we have lost 50% of our league games in that 
time. Part of the problems we have had to face is 
a series of significant injuries. They have affected 
key players and are coming to an end as players 
return and continue the work to regain full 
match fitness. 

We have played well in a few of those 16 games 
and had little to show for it at the final whistle. 
None more so than last Saturday at Vauxhall 
Motors (who currently lie 5th in the table). We 
took an early lead in the 5th minute through a 
Tom Hampton goal and could have had added 
another one or two with a bit of luck. That said, 
Dave Parton had to be at his best to deny the 
home side a couple of times.

The second half saw the Motormen have a bigger 
share of possession and score twice to lead. As the 
game entered the final minutes, the Bears were 
awarded a penalty and a draw would have been a 
fair result but Max McCarthy blazed the spot kick 
over the bar and the Bears lost another valuable 
point.



FORWARD

That left the Bears in 19th place and a worrying gap 
opening up between them and the pack they are 
chasing.

So today, the Bears must make home advantage pay. 
The Colls are difficult opponents at all times and last 
season proved that point. Having lost 4-3 at home, 
the Colls came to the Cleric Stadium and went home 
with all 3 points after a 2-1 win. That defeat was one 
of 4 successive defeats for the Bears after they had 
that amazing run of 11 wins and 4 draws in league 
matches. After that, in the remaining fixtures, the 
Bears lost just 2 of 11 fixtures which included the 
play off final defeat at Hednesford. The Bears need a 
good dose of that spirit and belief from now to the 
ǎŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ ŜƴŘΦ

Richard Duffy has been trying to add to the playing 
strength but as one would expect, at this juncture
of the season, suitable players are extremely hard to 
find. The team have been playing a lot better in the 
past few games (with little joy or luck) and the team, 
with the help of their fans, will be looking to make 
ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ с ƘƻƳŜ ƎŀƳŜǎΦ {ƻΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ 
get behind the players today and lift them to deliver 
the performances and results their past few years 
have served up.

Next Saturday 28th February ko 3pm we make the 
trip to Newcastle Town who recently have been 
notching up points steadily and look in good shape 
for now to move clear of the bottom four. The 
following Saturday 7th March ko 3pm, the Bears 
face another difficult home tie against Bootle.  A 
week later the Bears travel to Wythenshawe Town 
ko 3pm on Saturday 14th March in a match that 
will gain in importance as fixtures remaining 
reduce. 

We hope everyone here enjoys the match and 
importantly, stays safe and has a safe journey 
home. 

MATCH OFFICIALS
REFEREE:  NATHAN PARRY
ASSISTANT REFEREES:
BENHAM RAIHI
ALAN BUTLER
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SQUAD

Thomas Allen 
Ebou Badjie
Brian Barton
Jack Bates
Owen Beamon
Shaun Brisley
Darren Chadwick
Richard Duffy
Kieran Garner-Knapper

MEDICAL STAFF:
Abigail Blythe

COACHING TEAM:
Richard Duffy
Louis Dodds
Oliver Simpson
Peter Ward

Congleton Town FC 24/25 Squad

Matthew Gillam
Joshua Hall
Thomas Hampton
Ethan Hartshorn
Matthew Liptrott
Max McCarthy
Owen Morris
Daniel Needham
David Parton

George Sankey
Jason Ukatu
Peter Williams
Theo Stair
Travis Ziglam
Harry Motley
Remi Raymond (Loan)
Sebastian Quinn 
Matthew Lay (Loan)

PLAYING SQUAD 2025/26:





HISTORY

Atherton Collieries Football Club was formed in 1916, by miners 
from the six pits which were operative in the old urban district 
of the town. The club was created as a means of providing 
welfare for those at home during the war effort. When the pits 
were nationalised, the football club was gifted to the people of 
the town. They have played at Alder House since their 
formation, making the ground one of the oldest in the division. 
You gain a sense of the history when you walk around the 
facility which keeps its identity and warmth despite being 
renovated gradually over the past few years. 

Colls were founding members of the North West Counties 
Football League in 1982 and remained there until 2017, when 
earned promotion to the Northern Premier League for the first 
ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳŜƳƻǊŀōƭŜ 
ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ b²/C[Σ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ŀǊŜ 
well known around the region as a result. 

During the 2006/07 season, Collieries had a future international 
footballer in their ranks with a young Anthony Pilkington 
spearheading the Colls attack. Despite being the youngest 
member of the squad, Pilkington found himself grabbing all the 
headlines when they beat league leaders FC United of 
Manchester 3-0 at Gigg Lane. He grabbed himself a hat-trick 
during this match and soon found himself being transferred 
straight to the Football League with a move to Stockport County. 
From there he went on to move to Huddersfield Town and 
Norwich City in the Premier League before being called up to 
ǘƘŜ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǉǳŀŘΦ 

Prior to this, Collieries had been known in the local area to 
produce professional footballers. The famous 1923 FA Cup Final 
between Bolton Wanderers and West Ham United featured two 
former Colls players as Billy Butler and Bob Haworth helped the   
Wanderers bring the FA Cup back to Bolton for the first time in 
their history. Links between Bolton Wanderers and Atherton 
Collieries continue to this very day with the two clubs playing 
each other in an annual pre-season friendly. Recent clashes 
have seen over 1,500 walk through the Alder Street turnstiles. 
Matches like this have helped propel Collieries into the limelight 
in recent seasons and fans of various professional football clubs 
now consider Colls to be their second club.

Michael Clegg was appointed first team manager in August 2014 
and immediately began assembling a young and local side. The 
club went on to win the NWCFL Division One title and the Bolton 
Hospital Cup in his first season, as well as reaching

the final of   the League Cup Final and the Division One Cup 
Final. Success did not stop there as in his second campaign the 
Colls went one better and won the League Cup, beating the 
league champions Colne 5-м ŀǘ CƭŜŜǘǿƻƻŘ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ IƛƎƘōǳǊȅ 
{ǘŀŘƛǳƳΣ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ 
West Counties Premier Division.

The 2016/17 campaign was a momentous one, as in their 
centenary year they clinched the NWCFL Premier Division title 
and reached the last 16 of the FA Vase backed by a large and 
ever-growing local fan base. Following their promotion, the 
Colls   defied all odds to proudly win the 2017/18 NPL   
Challenge Cup within their debut season at Step 4 and went a 
step beyond by winning the league title to reach the Northern 
Premier Division in the following campaign.

The club continued to settle to life amongst the Northern 
tǊŜƳƛŜǊ [ŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ ǘƻǇ Ǌŀƴƪ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ Ŏƭǳō ƛŎƻƴ .ǊŀŘ 
/ƻƻƪŜΣ ǿƘƻ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƛƴ 
ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ϧ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ŦƻǳǊ ȅŜŀǊ ǎǘƛƴǘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ   
ŘŜŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŀƴƪŜŘ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ ōŜǎǘ 
ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŦƻǊŀȅǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ 
the Lancashire Trophy, reaching their first final in 2023 following 
consecutive semi-final outings in 2022 & 2020. 

Under the stewardship of David Chadwick in 2023/24, the 
Stripes were ultimately relegated   despite high-scoring and 
entertaining displays, ending a historic five-year stint in the NPL 
Premier. Michael Clegg returned to the Dreams2Reality Stadium 
in September 2024, stabilizing the team's form and preparing 
the club for a ninth successive season in the Northern Premier 
League, reaching his 350th match at the club a year later.

Daniel Lafferty succeeded the management at the beginning of 
2026, with the club looking to target the Northern Premier 
League West play-off places in the second half of the campaign.





SQUAD

Congleton Town FC 24/25 Squad

MANAGER DANNY LAFFERTY 

KIER BARRY

 JACK DALLIMORE 

BEN RYDEL 

JAVID SWABY-NEAVIN 

LUKE NOCK 

ALEX DOYLE

NIALL BATTERSBY

CHE UCHE

SAM SHERIDAN

KIELEN ADAMS

RODNEY AJAYI

SONNY REEVES

TOM WARREN

DOMINIC RICHMOND

CALEN GALLAGHER-ALLISON

LLOYD AKIOTU

HARRY SHOWMAN

ANTHONY BUAH




