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A very warm welcome is extended to everyone at the Cleric Stadium today and 
particularly to the players, officials and supporters of Shifnal Town who have 
ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴΩǎ .ŀƴƪ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ tƛǘŎƘƛƴƎ Lƴ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ tǊŜƳƛŜǊ 
League First Division West match. 

Firstly, a small apology. With this fixture being played 
on Easter Monday, it has not been possible to give the 
most up to date situation on our attempts to pull clear 
of the relegation zone and thus secure or NPL status 
for next season. Before the Good Friday fixture away 
to Bury FC, and with all teams bar 2 entering the 
weekend on the same number of games played (37), 
the Bears missed a great opportunity to put a useful 
lead in front of teams in the bottom four with a 2-2 
draw away at Wythenshawe Town. That game was the 
rearranged one from the abandoned match where the 
referee was injured and with no agreement between 
the sides for a replacement assistant referee to run 
the line, while the senior assistant took over for what 
would have been around 10 minutes remaining 
(including allowance for stoppage time), the referee 
abandoned the match. For information, the 
instructions given to referees by the FA says that in 
these circumstances, the match should have 
continued with only one assistant. The score at the 
time was 1-1 so there were a few who thought that a 
2-2 draw was a fair result.

After going 1-0 down early in the match, a goal apiece 
from Kieran Knapper and Max McCarthy gave the

Bears a half time lead but an equaliser on 86 minutes 
left the Bears fans deflated and feeling it was 2 points 
dropped and so that left the door open for Sporting 
Khalsa and Stafford Rangers to make up the 4 and 3 
point gap (respectively) over the last 5 league games. 
The Bears currently have a respectable goal difference 
that might yet prove invaluable. By now, the Bears will 
have played league leaders Bury FC on Good Friday 
and there will be a large crowd there expecting Bury 
to pick up 3 points to strengthen their grip on top as 
they led the table by 4 points with 5 games to go. If 
that indeed was the outcome for the Bears, that 
leaves 2 home and 2 away matches left to secure their 
ǎǘŀǘǳǎΦ ¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƳŀǘŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ ƎŀƳŜǎ 
with Trafford FC the opponents on Saturday 25th April 
ko 3pm, the last day of the league season. In between, 
the Bears travel to Witton Albion on Saturday 11th 
!ǇǊƛƭ Yh оǇƳ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀǿŀȅ ŀǘ /ƘŀǎŜǘƻǿƴ 
on Saturday 18th April ko 3pm.

Shifnal have had a solid start to their NPL campaign 
after promotion from the Midland League last year. 
They sit in a comfortable mid table position on 52 
points before their weekend match at home to Avro. 
Our trip there on Boxing Day brought little cheer as
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Shifnal ran out 3-1 winners with a Peter Williams 
penalty our only consolation. Make no mistake, this 
game will present a real challenge if the Bears are to 
prise any points from this match. Stafford Rangers 
will have played Wythenshawe Town on Saturday 
4th April and today sees Darlaston play Sporting 
Khalsa and Chasetown play Stafford Rangers. So 
come 6 pm tonight, the pressures will climb even 
further for all since in the final run in, it does appear 
that there are four sides competing to avoid the 4th 
relegation spot, although to be fair to Newcastle 
Town, they look more certain to avoid the drop than 
the other three (Sporting Khalsa, Stafford Rangers 
and Congleton Town).

We hope everyone here enjoys the match and 
importantly, stays safe and has a safe journey 
home. 

MATCH OFFICIALS

REFEREE : JACK LAMBERT
ASST 1  : JAKUB ABRATANSKI
ASST 2  : BRADLEY THOMPSON
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SQUAD

Thomas Allen 
Ebou Badjie
Brian Barton
Jack Bates
Owen Beamon
Shaun Brisley
Darren Chadwick
Richard Duffy
Kieran Garner-Knapper
Max McCarthy
Matthew Gillam
Joshua Hall
Thomas Hampton
Ethan Hartshorn
Owen Hesketh
Trevor Kacou
Matthew Lay**
Matthew Liptrott

MEDICAL STAFF:
Abigail Blythe

COACHING TEAM:

Congleton Town FC 24/25 Squad

Owen Morris
Harry Motley
Daniel Needham
Aaron Ojungu
Cole Ojungu
David Parton
Sebastian Quinn
Remi Reymond*
George Sankey
Theo Stair
Jason Ukatu
Peter Williams
Jack Willow**
Travis Ziglam
Alberto Serra 

PLAYING SQUAD 2025/26:

Richard Duffy
Louis Dodds
Oliver Simpson
Peter Ward

*Loan from Altrincham
** WEP from Burton Albion





HISTORY

Shifnal Town Football Club is a football club based in 
Shifnal, Shropshire, England. They
have reached the 4th round of the FA Vase three 
times in their history. The team competes
in the Northern Premier League Division One West.

Although other clubs with similar names had played 
in the town since Victorian times, the modern 
incarnation of Shifnal Town FC was founded in 1964 
as St Andrews Youth Club FC, based at Idsall School 
and initially playing in the Wellington and District 
League. They soon changed their name to Shifnal 
Juniors and in 1968 were promoted to Division Two, 
which they won at the first attempt and then 
successfully applied to join the Shropshire County
Football League. In 1972 the club changed its name 
once again to Shifnal Town and in 1976 the team 
won the County League title and were elected to the 
West Midlands (Regional) League.

In 1979, the club, by now playing at Admirals Park, 
won promotion to the Premier Division. They went 
on to win consecutive Premier Division 
Championships in 1980ς81 and 1981ς82, with 
promotion to the Southern League only being denied 
due to a lack of floodlights

In 1985 the club saw their lease on Admirals Park 
terminated and were forced to resign from
the league and return to the County league, playing 
once again at Idsall School. Nonetheless, the club 
was able to purchase the land to build a new ground, 
Phoenix Park. At the same time, success in the 
County league saw them able to step up to the 
Midland Football Combination in 1993ς94, with a 
successful first season enabling them to become
founder members of the new Midland Football 
Alliance. Their best season at this level was
their first, after which their performances declined 
until they finished bottom in 1997ς98, and only

avoided relegation as no clubs from the Alliance's 
feeder leagues were eligible for promotion.

The entrance to the club's home ground
The club finally succumbed to relegation in 2003, 
and spent three seasons back in the Midland 
Combination before a re-organisation of the leagues 
in the West Midlands area in 2006 saw them return 
to the West Midlands (Regional) League after an 
absence of 20 years, where they were crowned 
league champions at the first attempt.

In 2021 the club were promoted to the Premier 
Division of the Midland League based on
their results in the abandoned 2019ς20 and 2020ς21 
seasons. In May 2023, Connor Patterson was named 
new first team manager.

Season 24/25 Shifnal town won the playoffs to gain 
promotions to the Northern Premier League.

Shifnal are the current holders of the Shropshire 
Senior cup. 





SQUAD

Congleton Town FC 24/25 Squad

ANDY WYCHERLEY AGE 28 - An experienced and commanding goalkeeper who started his career with New Saints. In 
recent seasons had spells with Newtown in the Cymru Premier and Walsall Wood before joining Shifnal Town last 
season

JOSH GREEN AGE 30 - A recent signing and a welcome back for a player who brings stability to the back four and 
gives another dimension to play as an attacking wing back. Josh started his career at Shrewsbury Town, his recent 
clubs have been Handley Town, Walsall Wood and Rushal Olympic

AARON SIMMS AGE 30 - A product of the New Saints academy, Aaron is a dependable and experienced defender 
having played with FC Haughmond, M Drayton and Whitchurch Alport

JACK ROWLEY AGE 32 - A dependable and developing central defender now in his second season with the club. 
Previously club captain with AFC Wulfrunians. Jack as now been given the added responsibility of Vice Captain for 
the new season

LOUIS BRADFORD AGE 23 - An academy product of Shrewsbury Town who has spent his career playing in the Cymru 
Premier for The New Saints and Aberystwyth. A commanding defender with strong aerial capabilities

KYLE BENNETT AGE 35 - {ƘƛŦƴŀƭΩǎ ǘŀƭƛǎƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ /ƭǳō /ŀǇǘŀƛƴΦ YȅƭŜ ŀǎ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ орл ƎŀƳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ [ŜŀƎǳŜ 
notably for Bury, Doncaster Rovers, Portsmouth and Bristol Rovers, Kyle was a product of the Wolverhampton 
Wanderers youth system and was given his first professional contract in September 2007. Kyles influence in the 
dressing room has helped the development of the squad especially the younger players that have come in pre 
season

JACK LOUGHRAN AGE 18 - A second year student on loan from Shrewsbury Town for the whole season. Jack as 
settled in well and gives the side a whole new dimension, playing in various positions from attacking winger to an 
out and out striker





SQUAD

Congleton Town FC 24/25 Squad

SAM FITZGERALD AGE 25 - Signed from Redditch in 2024 and as become integral to our attacking options. A 
versatile player who can play numerous roles from wide attacking or as central No 9 striker

CRAIG PRITCHARD AGE 28  - Recently signed from Whitchurch Alport, a player who brings energy to the midfield
with skill and speed. Can adapt to any of the midfield positions and as built up a great playing relationship with
the skipper. Has previous experience in the Welsh League playing for Cefn Druids, Colwyn Bay and Denbigh

KEVIN MONTERIO AGE 31 - ! ǎǘȅƭƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ƳƛŘŦƛŜƭŘŜǊ ƴƻǿ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ {ƘƛŦƴŀƭΦ YŜǾƛƴΩǎ 
career started in the Cymru Premier with Airbus followed by stints in the National League with Southport, Redditch, 
Halesowen, Rushal and Walsall Wood

LEWIS JARMAN AGE 28 - A Shrewsbury Town academy product, Lewis has been an integral part of the team for 
three years, he can be ca led on to fi l numerous roles in defence or midfield when called on. A local player who as 
developed through the various Steps of the National League

ABDULRASAQ ALAMU Age 28 - An attacking left sided midfielder who signed for the Club close season following 
spells with Stafford Rangers, Hednesford, Bromsgrove and Walsall Wood

HARRY BOWER AGE 24 - Came from the New Saints development teams before signing for AFC Telford United in 
2020. Comfortable playing as an attacking midfielder or striker Harry signed for Shifnal following spells with 
Macclesfield, Hednesford and Whitchurch Alport

JACK HODNETT AGE 22 - A former Wolves academy player, Jack can play a roles across the midfield. Previously 
played for Shifnal and Redditch before playing for Al-Qabila in Dubai

SHAQUILLE LEACHMAN-WHITTINGHAM AGE 28 - A close season signing form Coleshill Town, Shaquille currently 
playing the No 9 role and brings a wealth of experience having played for several clubs in the National League

JACK FISHMAN AGE 26 - A valuable member of the squad who can fill in a number of roles across the back four and 
midfield

KANE LEWIS AGE 27 - Joined Walsall Academy at an early age spending 6 years with the club before being released. 
Now in his fourth season with the club Kane has established himself as a dependable attack minded full back




