




TO OUR LOYAL SUPPORTERS AKA THE BEAR ARMY,

SATURDAY IS THE DAY. WE ARE UNDER NO ILLUSIONS ABOUT THE 
GRAVITY OF THE SITUATION. WE KNOW THAT SIMPLY WINNING 
OUR MATCH MAY NOT BE ENOUGHτWE NEED THE STARS TO 

ALIGN ELSEWHERE. BUT OUR DUTY IS CLEAR, WE MUST UPHOLD 
OUR END OF THE BARGAIN. WE CANNOT CONTROL WHAT 

HAPPENS IN OTHER STADIUMS, BUT WE CAN CONTROL THE 
ATMOSPHERE IN OURS. FOR 90 MINUTES, LET THIS GROUND BE A 
PLACE WHERE DOUBT CANNOT EXIST. WE HAVE FACED ADVERSITY 
BEFORE, AND EVERY TIME, YOUR ROAR HAS BEEN THE CATALYST 

FOR OUR RESILIENCE.

I AM ASKING YOU TO BE MORE THAN JUST SPECTATORS ON 
SATURDAY. BE THE FORCE THAT CARRIES OUR PLAYERS FROM THE 

FIRST WHISTLE TO THE LAST, LET THEM HEAR YOUR PASSION. 
EVERY TACKLE, EVERY SAVE, AND EVERY ATTACK MUST BE BACKED 

BY A WALL OF SOUND.

WHATEVER THE OUTCOME ELSEWHERE, LET THEM SAY WE WENT 
DOWN FIGHTINGτOR, BETTER YET, THAT WE STOOD TALL WHEN 

EVERYONE ELSE HAD COUNTED US OUT.

²9 CLDI¢ Chw ¢IL{ /[¦.Ω{ IL{¢hw¸Σ Chw h¦w /haa¦bL¢¸Σ !b5 
FOR OUR FUTURE. 

[9¢Ω{ 5h ¢IL{ ¢hD9¢I9wΦ Chw ¢I9 /[¦.Σ Chw ¢I9 {ILw¢Σ !b5 Chw 
EACH OTHER.

KEEP THE FAITH. UP THE BEARS

CHARLES PORTER
CLUB CHAIRMAN



BY KEN MEAD
CLUB SECRETARY

FORWARD

A very warm welcome is extended to everyone at the Cleric Stadium today and 
particularly to the players, officials and supporters of Trafford who have made 
ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ tƛǘŎƘƛƴƎ Lƴ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ tǊŜƳƛŜǊ [ŜŀƎǳŜ CƛǊǎǘ 
Division West match of season 2025/26. 

Trafford come here today having endured a season 
that has contained some sadness and, on the field, a 
disastrous outcome. The club were hit by the tragic 
loss of their long serving Secretary Graham Foxall 
(Foxy to all who knew him well) and his loss to the club 
was met in equal terms by the loss to those at other 
clubs, who knew him. Their relegation already 
confirmed will be a blow for a team that has enjoyed 
17 consecutive seasons in the Northern Premier 
League including 2 in the Premier Division. 

Last season, Trafford enjoyed a 3-0 win here on the 
opening day and just before Christmas 2024, the Bears 
drew 1-1 with a Pete Williams goal from a set piece 
corner routine. This season, the Bears drew 1-1 again 
at Shawe View thanks to a very late Matthew Gillam 
equaliser in the 6th minute of added time. Nothing, 
though, can compare to the importance of this final 
match.

By a strange quirk of the fixture list, Trafford come 
here on the final day of this season having been the 
visitors for our opening match of last season ς our first 
ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǎǘŜǇ п ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΦ ¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻ ƛǎ 
the opposite as their visit here today sees the Bears in

danger of joining Trafford in relegation from the 
Northern Premier League. It is important to 
understand the final matches of this season and the 
ramifications of two particular games. Three of the 
four sides that will be relegated to step 5 football have 
been determined. They are Darlaston Town, 
Wythenshawe Town and Trafford. The fourth will be 
either Sporting Khalsa or the Bears. All will be decided 
come the final whistle in their games today. 

Sporting Khalsa sit one place above the Bears, with 2 
points advantage on 43 points. They have achieved 
that with three consecutive wins,1-0 away win at 
Darlaston Town, 2-0 at home against play off side 
Stalybridge Celtic and last Saturday a 3-0 home win 
against Atherton Collieries. They have a goal 
difference of -23. That may yet prove an important 
factor. Sporting Khalsa have the benefit of playing the 
last 270 minutes of football without conceding a goal. 
That could lift their confidence. The Bears have 41 
points and a goal difference of -16. 

So here are the hard facts: The Bears HAVE to win 
today, or they will be relegated whatever happens in 
the Witton Albion v Sporting Khalsa match. If the
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Bears do win today, Sporting Khalsa MUST win to 
send the Bears down as a draw will leave both sides 
on 44 points and the Bears superior goal difference 
will be enough. I can imagine there will be a lot of 
almost continual checking of the scores as the 
afternoon wears on. The difficulty for the Bears is 
that the recent set of results mean that the outcome 
today is out of their hands even if they are victorious 
in the match here today.

A tale of 2 penalties? Some would say that the last 2 
matches (away at Witton Albion and then at 
Chasetown) have had a significant bearing on the 
results based on 2 penalty situations. The first, at 
Witton, involved Jack Bates bravely throwing himself 
in front the Witton centre forward who had 
otherwise and open goal. The ball hit Jack, from a 
shot just a couple of yards away, just below the top 
of his shoulder with his body side on to the striker 
(as proved by an excellent quality recording on 
Witton TV). The referee was quick to award a penalty 
and the dismiss Jack for deliberately denying a goal 
scoring opportunity. That put Witton 2-1 up and left 
the Bears with 10 men for the remaining 50 minutes 
of the match plus his suspension for the trip to 
Chasetown last Saturday. The club put in an appeal 
with the FA that the penalty was not justified as the 
ball had hit Jack on the arm high up close to his 
shoulder and had he physically been able to lose his 
arm, the ball would have crashed into his rib cage 
(i.e. his arm was inside the line of his body). Our 
appeal was against the suspension as there was no 
ǘƻ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŦŜǊŜŜΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
match of course. That appeal was dismissed so Jack 
missed the Chasetown game and we have not been 
told (yet) of the reason for the appeal being 
dismissed.

The second penalty incident was at Chasetown with 
the scores level when Richard Duffy had a strong 
ƘŜŀŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙƛǘ ŀ ŘŜŦŜƴŘŜǊΩǎ ŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǎƘƻǳǘ 
for a penalty was waved away by the referee. The 
VEO recording of the match seemed to show the 
defender had time to move his arm towards the ball 
όƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ōƻŘȅύΦ !ƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƎŀƳŜ ƴƻǿΦ ¢ƘŜ 
Bears must do everything they can for their part to 
win today.

hƴ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ƴƻǘŜΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƳŀǘŎƘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
will be a presentation to Max McCarthy who has 
registered 100 appearances for the Bears.

So as the curtain comes down on the season, 
ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƳŀǘŎƘόŜǎύ ǘƘŀǘ 
will determine the Bears future for next season, 
the club directors, management and players are 
most grateful to all the sponsors and supporters as 
ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƳŀǘŎƘΦ ммΣпло ƘŀǾŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
home games at an average of 570 per game. We 
look forward to seeing you all again next season

We hope everyone here enjoys the match and 
importantly, stays safe and has a safe journey 
home. 

MATCH OFFICIALS

REFEREE : KIERON ROGERS
ASST 1  : CHRISTOPHER HOOPER
ASST 2  : MICHAL JASINSKI

KEN MEAD
CLUB SECRETARY




