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FORWARD

A very warm welcome is extended to everyone at the Cleric Stadium today and 
particularly to the players, officials and supporters of Atherton Collieries who 
have made the trip for this afternoon’s Isuzu FA Trophy First Qualifying Round 
match.

Our struggle to hit the standards set in this season’s 
opening 45 minutes of our first match (in the FA Cup) 
continued on Tuesday here against Wythenshawe in 
the NPL Division One West.

We were defensively sound but were unable to create 
openings against a similarly well organised defence. 
The same applied to Wythenshawe, as the Bears 
thwarted their attempts to impose themselves in the 
match. Both goalkeepers had to pull off one 
dangerous shot as first Dave Parton reacted quickly to 
push a close-range header over the bar before the 
Wythenshawe ‘keeper made an outstanding save from 
Joe Woolley’s cleverly placed clip from just outside the 
area that was heading for the top corner before a 
fingertip save pushed the ball onto the crossbar and 
back into play before being hacked clear. Other than 
that, chances were at a premium and overall, the 0-0 
draw pretty well summed up the game.

 Atherton Collieries had a busy summer period 
recruiting several good players and have had an 
unusual opening 6 games of the season. The first was 
at home in the FA cup and was drawn. 

There followed 5 consecutive home games including 2 
wins in the FA Cup and 1 in the FA Trophy so remain in 
both competitions – hence their visit to the Cleric 
Stadium today. Of the league games all at home, was a 
2-4 defeat by Mossley, a 1-0 win against Hanley Town 
and last Tuesday a 1-0 defeat by Padiham. That leaves 
them in 17th spot in the league table, 1 place above 
the Bears. Last season the Colls had the edge over the 
Bears, winning 4-2 at home and drawing 0-0 here. 
Every meeting between the sides has been closely a 
fought affair and nothing currently indicates that 
today’s match will be any different. 

It was good to see Owen Morris return from injury on 
Tuesday. Similarly, Julius Ndene had benefited from a 
1 match rest, and Darren Chadwick had returned from 
holiday, although Darren was an unused substitute. 
Finally, Kieran Garner-Knapper has served his 
suspension and is available for selection today. These 
four players will give the squad and Richard Duffy a 
boost with their return to action. The Bears will 
desperately be seeking to turn some strong defensive 
showings into victories and as this is an FA Trophy 
match, there will be a result today. 
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If the scores are level at the end of normal time, the 
game will go straight to penalties. The winners will 
pocket £1500.00 and the losers £400.00. The second 
qualifying round will be drawn after the weekend 
with ties scheduled for Saturday 12th September and 
prize money of £2250.00 for the winners and 
£575.00 for the losers. That in itself is a real 
incentive for both clubs today.

Our next match is away on Bank Holiday Monday 
31st August ko 3.00pm as we travel to Kidsgrove 
Athletic. Then, as we anticipated the match against 
Prescot Cables on Saturday 5th September has been 
moved to Tuesday 8th September ko 7:45pm as 
Prescot Cables are in the FA Cup on the 5th. We now 
have no game on Saturday 5th September.

The Bears have a bye in the Cheshire Senior Cup First 
Round.

We hope everyone here enjoys the match and 
importantly, stays safe and has a safe journey 
home. 

MATCH OFFICIALS
REFEREE :  Francis Sibley
ASST 1  : Michael Connor
ASST 2  : Craig Andrews
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David Parton  |  Goalkeeper
Dave has been a central figure in some of the most memorable moments of Congleton’s recent history. The 
former Stoke City goalkeeper has also represented Nantwich Town, Kidsgrove Athletic and Whitchurch Alport. 
He joined the Bears in 2020 and has since passed 200 appearances, combining reliable handling and shot-
stopping with a particular reputation for saving penalties. Parton played in the sides that reached the FA Vase 
semi-final, won the Cheshire Senior Cup and Macron Cup double in 2023, and secured the Midland League title 
in 2024. He brings continuity, experience and a calm presence to Richard Duffy’s squad.
Matthew Liptrott

Jack Bates  |  Defender
Jack joined Congleton in August 2025 after leaving Wigan Athletic, where he developed through the Latics’ 
academy system. A young, energetic defender, he quickly established himself during his first season at the 
Cleric Stadium and demonstrated the versatility contributing defensively in the full back and center half roles. 
His academy background gave him a strong technical and tactical grounding, while a full campaign in senior 
non-league football added valuable experience of the demands of the Northern Premier League. Returning for a 
second season with the Bears, Bates offers mobility, composure and further potential to develop within Richard 
Duffy’s rebuilt squad.

Darren Chadwick  |  Defender
A highly experienced and dependable member of the Bears squad, Darren has represented Congleton since 
2021. Comfortable at the heart of the defence and a regular threat from set pieces, ‘Chadders’ also has the 
composure to take responsibility from the penalty spot. He made 30 appearances and scored three goals during 
2025/26, following several seasons as an important part of Richard Duffy’s side. His Congleton career includes 
the 2023 Cheshire Senior Cup and Macron Cup double, the 2024 Midland League championship and the 2025 
NPL West play-off campaign. Darren’s leadership, defensive strength and eye for an important goal remain 
valuable assets.

Congleton Town FC 24/25 Squad

PLAYING SQUAD 2026/27:
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Richard Duffy  |  Player-manager / Defender
Richard’s playing appearances have become rarer over time as he focuses more on his work on the touchline 
and leading the football management of the club. He occasionally utilises his experience to step into the 
defence when required. The former Wales international enjoyed a long Football League career with Swansea 
City, Portsmouth, Coventry City, Millwall, Exeter City and Port Vale before moving into non-league football. 
Since taking charge at Congleton, he has overseen an FA Vase semi-final, the Cheshire Senior Cup and Macron 
Cup double, the 2023/24 Midland League title and a run to the NPL West play-off final. His standards, tactical 
knowledge and understanding of the game continue to shape the squad.

Marco Fregapane  |  Right-back
A familiar and popular face returns to the Cleric Stadium. Marco rejoined Congleton during the summer of 2026 
after spending the previous season with Welsh Premier side Connah’s Quay Nomads, where he gained 
experience in a full-time, top-flight environment. Still a young defender, he had already made more than 100 
first-team appearances for the Bears before leaving in 2025 and became a firm supporters’ favourite through 
his energy, commitment and attacking runs from right-back. Nicknamed the ‘Sicilian Bulldog’, Marco now 
returns with broader experience and an even stronger understanding of what it means to represent his 
hometown club.

Matthew Liptrott  |  Full-back / Midfielder
Matthew returns for a second season at Congleton after joining the Bears in 2025. A product of Blackpool’s 
academy, he gained early senior experience on loan with Stalybridge Celtic and Radcliffe before continuing his 
development in non-league football. Able to play at full-back or in midfield, he brings pace, athleticism and 
useful flexibility to the squad. His first year at the Cleric Stadium allowed him to establish himself at Northern 
Premier League level and build an effective partnership on the right side of the Bears defence. At 23, Liptrott 
combines a strong academy education with significant room for further progression.

Owen Morris  |  Defender
Owen joined Congleton in the summer of 2024 after moving from South Wales to pursue his football ambitions 
in England. A composed and mobile defender, he played his part in the Bears’ run to the 2025 NPL West play-off 
final before making 15 appearances and scoring once during an injury-disrupted 2025/26 campaign. 
Comfortable carrying the ball and contributing to the build-up from the back, Owen offers Richard Duffy a 
different defensive profile as well as the flexibility to operate in more than one role. He enters his third season 
at the Cleric Stadium looking to further establish himself and continue his development.

Julius Ndene |  Defender
Julius is a new addition for 2026/27 after joining the Bears from Leek Town. Born in Stockport, the 23-year-old 
defender arrives with Northern Premier League experience and has already impressed during pre-season with 
his calmness in possession and composed approach to defending. Athletic and comfortable on the ball, he adds 
youth, mobility and competition to Richard Duffy’s defensive options. His performances in the summer fixtures 
earned positive reviews from the club supporters and provided an early indication of how he can contribute at 
the Cleric Stadium. The coming campaign will be Julius’s first season in Congleton colours.

Congleton Town FC 24/25 Squad
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Shakeel Jones-Griffiths | Central midfielder
Shakeel returns to Congleton for a second spell after playing in the Northern Premier League Premier Division 
with Hyde United. He came through Bolton Wanderers’ youth system and has also represented Glossop North 
End and Bury, as well as passing 100 appearances during his time with Hyde. A powerful and technically capable 
central midfielder, he brings energy, ball-winning ability and experience from a higher level. Supporters will 
remember his contribution during his earlier spell with the Bears, including a goal in the club’s 2022/23 FA Vase 
run. Now 26, ‘Shak’ returns as a more experienced and rounded player.

Theo Knight  |  Attacking midfielder / Winger
Theo arrives at the Cleric Stadium following an impressive 2025/26 season with Whitchurch Alport. The 21-year-
old attacking midfielder can operate centrally or from a wide position and has earned a reputation for direct 
running, creativity and the ability to produce spectacular goals. His performances in Shropshire attracted 
attention and made him one of Richard Duffy’s notable summer additions. Still at an early stage of his senior 
career, Theo offers pace and unpredictability in the final third and will be looking to translate his strong form at 
Step 5 into the Northern Premier League with the Bears.

Daniel Needham  |  Midfielder / Forward
One of the defining players of Congleton’s recent era, Dan passed 200 appearances for the Bears during 
2025/26. A dynamic attacking midfielder who can play in several forward roles, ‘BGDN’ has repeatedly delivered 
on major occasions. His goals were central to the FA Vase semi-final run, the 2023 cup double and the 2023/24 
Midland League title-winning season, when he finished as the club’s leading league scorer with 21 goals. 
Needham combines relentless energy with intelligent movement and a genuine goal threat. His experience and 
understanding of Richard Duffy’s methods make him a particularly important link between the established 
squad and this summer’s new arrivals.

Dallas Omoruyi |  Winger
Dallas earned his move to Congleton after impressing throughout the 2026 pre-season programme. The winger 
spent part of his development with Stockport County before gaining senior experience in non-league football. 
Quick, direct and eager to attack defenders, he gives the Bears another option in the wide areas and has already 
shown his ability to get into scoring positions, finding the net during the summer victory over Abbey Hulton 
United. This will be Dallas’s first competitive season at the Cleric Stadium, and his pace and willingness to run at 
opponents should add a fresh dimension to Richard Duffy’s attacking options.

João Soares |  Midfielder
Portuguese midfielder João joined the Bears after catching the eye during the 2026 pre-season schedule. The 
23-year-old was most recently with Daisy Hill and arrives with the opportunity to establish himself at Northern 
Premier League level. Comfortable receiving the ball and linking play through midfield, he adds a different 
technical profile to Richard Duffy’s squad. His pre-season performances showed enough quality and composure 
to earn a place in the group ahead of the new campaign. This will be João’s first season at Congleton, and he will 
be looking to build quickly on the promising impression he made during the summer.
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Peter Williams |  Midfielder
Pete returns to the Bears for another spell after a very brief fling over the summer at another local club. 
Previously reaching the landmark of 200 Congleton appearances. Pete is a composed and versatile midfielder 
that has been an important part of the club’s most successful recent period, contributing to the FA Vase semi-
final run, the Cheshire Senior Cup and Macron Cup triumphs and the 2023/24 Midland League championship. 
His quality from set pieces and the penalty spot has produced several significant moments, including successful 
shoot-out kicks in both 2023 cup finals. ‘Willo’ brings experience, calmness in possession and a deep 
understanding of Richard Duffy’s standards and the culture of the club.

Kieran Garner-Knapper |  Forward
Kieran enters his third season with the Bears after joining during the summer of 2024. The energetic forward 
has worked his way up through the non-league pyramid and brought that same hunger to the Cleric Stadium. 
Capable of playing across the front line, he presses defenders, runs the channels and provides a direct attacking 
outlet. Kieran made 40 appearances and scored five goals during 2025/26, underlining his importance to the 
squad during a demanding campaign. His pace, work rate and ability to stretch opponents continue to make him 
a valuable part of Richard Duffy’s attacking plans

Matthew Gillam | Forward
Matty begins his third season at Congleton after joining the club in 2024. A product of Rochdale’s academy, he 
made 20 Football League appearances for the Dale and gained experience with Stalybridge Celtic and Cork City 
before spells at Guiseley, Atherton Collieries and Glossop North End. Strong, mobile, willing to work across the 
front line with exception technical ability, he can lead the attack or operate in support of another striker. His 
professional background and experience across several levels give Richard Duffy a proven and adaptable 
forward option as the Bears prepare for the new campaign.

Dylan Scott  |  Forward
Dylan joins the Bears with Football League experience and an impressive development pedigree. The Stone-
born striker progressed through Burton Albion’s academy, made his League One debut in 2024 and scored his 
first senior goal in the EFL Trophy. Productive loan spells with Hanley Town were followed by experience at 
Mickleover, Leek Town, Stalybridge Celtic and Stafford Rangers. An energetic, hard-working forward who 
presses from the front and attacks space, Dylan has already opened his Congleton account during pre-season. 
At 20, he combines senior experience with considerable potential and adds pace and intensity to the Bears’ 
forward line.

Robert Stevenson |  Centre-forward
Rob arrives at Congleton as one of the most proven forwards in the division. A former Stoke City youth player, 
the Stoke-on-Trent-born striker became a leading figure at Leek Town, scoring more than 100 goals across eight 
seasons before moving to Hednesford Town in 2024. His progress there was interrupted by a serious head 
injury, making his return to regular football particularly welcome. Strong, intelligent and experienced in leading 
a Step 4 attack, Stevenson offers goals, hold-up play and a focal point for the players around him. He joins the 
Bears ready to begin a new chapter at the Cleric Stadium.
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Joseph Woolley |  Forward
Joe is a new arrival for 2026/27 and brings considerable experience of football across the Northwest and 
Staffordshire non-league scene. The 30-year-old forward has previously represented Kidsgrove Athletic, Leek 
Town and Bootle, giving him a strong knowledge of both the division and many of the opponents the Bears will 
face. Mobile and capable of operating across the attacking line, he adds further competition and flexibility to 
Richard Duffy’s forward options. Joe arrives at the Cleric Stadium at a good stage of his career, combining 
physical maturity with extensive Step 4 experience and an understanding of the demands of the Northern 
Premier League.
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Atherton Collieries Football Club was formed 
in 1916, by miners from the six pits which were 
operative in the old urban district of the town. The 
club was created as a means of providing welfare for 
those at home during the war effort. When the pits 
were nationalised, the football club was gifted to the 
people of the town. 

They have played at Alder House since their 
formation, making the ground one of the oldest in 
the division. You gain a sense of the history when 
you walk around the facility which keeps its identity 
and warmth despite being renovated gradually over 
the past few years. 
Colls were founding members of the North West 
Counties Football League in 1982 and remained 
there until 2017, when earned promotion to the 
Northern Premier League for the first time in the 
club’s history. There have been many memorable 
moments from the club’s time in the NWCFL, and 
the club are well known around the region as a 
result. 

During the 2006/07 season, Collieries had a future 
international footballer in their ranks with a young 
Anthony Pilkington spearheading the Colls attack. 
Despite being the youngest member of the squad, 
Pilkington found himself grabbing all the headlines 
when they beat league leaders FC United of 
Manchester 3-0 at Gigg Lane. He grabbed himself a 
hat-trick during this match and soon found himself 
being transferred straight to the Football League 
with a move to Stockport County.
From there he went 
on to move to Huddersfield Town and Norwich City 
in the Premier League before being called up to the 
Republic of Ireland’s international squad.

Prior to this, Collieries had been known in the local 
area to produce professional footballers. The famous 
1923 FA Cup Final between Bolton Wanderers 
and West Ham United featured two former Colls 
players as Billy Butler and Bob Haworth helped the 
Wanderers bring the FA Cup back to Bolton for the 
first time in their history. 
Links between Bolton Wanderers and Atherton 
Collieries continue to this very day with the two 
clubs playing each other in an annual pre-season 
friendly. Recent clashes have seen over 1,500 walk 
through the Alder Street turnstiles. Matches like this 
have helped propel Collieries into the limelight in 
recent 
seasons and fans of various professional football clubs 
now consider Colls to be their second club.

Michael Clegg was appointed first team manager 
in August 2014 and immediately began assembling 
a young and local side. The club went on to win the 
NWCFL Division One title and the Bolton Hospital 
Cup in his first season, as well as reaching the final of 
the League Cup Final and the Division One Cup Final. 
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Success did not stop there as in his second campaign 
the Colls went one better and won the League Cup, 
beating the league champions Colne 5-1 at 
Fleetwood Town’s Highbury Stadium, whilst finishing 
fourth on the club’s return to the North West 
Counties Premier Division. 

The 2016/17 campaign was a momentous one, as 
in their centenary year they clinched the NWCFL 
Premier Division title and reached the last 16 of 
the FA Vase backed by a large and ever growing 
local fan base. Following their promotion, the Colls 
defied all odds to proudly win the 2017/18 NPL 
Challenge Cup within their debut season at Step 
4, and went a step beyond by winning the league 
title to reach the Northern Premier Division in the 
following campaign. 

The club continued to settle to life amongst the 
Northern Premier League’s top rank under the 
guidance of club icon Brad Cooke, who maintained 
the club’s survival at the highest level in both the 
town & club’s history over a four year stint, with a 
defensive record that ranked amongst the league’s 
best combined with the club’s first serious forays 
towards winning the Lancashire Trophy, reaching 
their first final in 2023 following consecutive semi- 
final outings in 2022 & 2020. 

Under the stewardship of David Chadwick in 
2023/24, the Stripes were ultimately relegated 
despite high-scoring and entertaining displays, 
ending a historic five-year stint in the NPL Premier. 
Michael Clegg returned to the Dreams2Reality 
Stadium in September 2024, stabilizing the team's 
form and a mid table position was realised. 
Ex Captain Daniel Lafferty took over the 
management hotseat at the  
beginning of 2026 having rejoined the club as one of 
Cleggy’s assistants. 

Another mid table finish ensued. 

Season 26/27 is the club’s tenth in the Pitching In 
NPL. It’s been one hell of a ride. 

Hope springs eternal.  
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Congleton Town FC 24/25 Squad

Aaron James Bennett 
Alex Matthew Doyle 
Ben Daniel Rydel 
Chinedu Oyinoluwa Praise Uche 
Connor Niall Hughes 
Daniel Bernard Lafferty 
Essa Janneh 
Freddie Gordon 
Harry Lyndon Forshaw 
Harvey Lucas Shaw Bardsley 
Jack Leo Sloan 
Javid Reece Swaby-Neavin 
Kielen Marcel Adams 
Liam Michael Sheppard 
Louis Brian Potts 
Luke John Nock 
Rodney Boluwatife Ajayi 
Samuel John Olawumi 
Samuel Patrick Sheridan 
Thomas Brian Bentham 
William Francis Decandia
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Congleton Town FC 24/25 Squad

Legal Identity: Congleton Town FC (Operations) Limited
Company Number 14885130 | 100% of shares owned by C.E Porter

CLUB CHARITABLE PARTNER:
Mind Body & Sole (Mental Health)

GROUNDSMAN: Paul Minshull
CLUBHOUSE: Rebecca Young
PHOTOGRAPHER: Elliot Treanor
KIT PROVIDER: Fused Sport

CLUB OFFICALS:
CHAIRMAN: Charles Porter
SENIOR FOOTBALL: Mark Parton
SECRETARY: Ken Mead
MEDIA: Adam Gosling

FIRST TEAM:
MANAGER: Richard Duffy
ASST MANAGER: Louis Dodds
CLUB PHYSIO: Abi Blythe

RESERVE TEAM:
MANAGER: Martin Cornes
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Congleton Town FC 24/25 Squad

WEBSITE: www.ctfc.club
CLUB SHOP: shop@ctfc.club
TWITTER/X: @CongletonFC
INSTAGRAM: @CongletonFC
FACEBOOK: @CongletonFC
EMAIL: admin@ctfc.club 

Legal Identity: Congleton Town FC (Operations) Limited
Company Number 14885130 | 100% of shares owned by C.E Porter

LEGAL ENTITY:
Congleton Town Football Club is owned and operated by: 
Congleton Town FC (Operations) Limited
Company Number – 14885130
Director – Charles Porter
Person(s) of Significant Interest – Charles Porter

PRICES:
Adults - £12* 
Concessions - £8*
Children (U16’s) - £4* 
Accompanied Under 10’s FREE*

*League games only

CLUB SHAREHOLDERS:
Charles Porter – 100%
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At Congleton Town Football Club, we are proud to showcase our roster of fantastic sponsors 
who have helped make our club the success it is today. Without the support of our generous 
sponsors, we would not be able to continue providing top-quality football matches and events 
for our fans and community.

We believe that our sponsors are more than just financial backers – they are valuable members 
of our community who share our passion for football and supporting local organizations. So why 
not consider becoming a Congleton Town Football Club sponsor today? We can’t wait to 
welcome you to the team!
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