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FORWARD

A very warm welcome is extended to everyone at the Cleric Stadium today and 
particularly to the players, officials and supporters of Vauxhall Motors who have 
made the trip for this evening’s Pitching In Northern Premier League Division 
One West match.

This is the opening league fixture of 2026/27 for us 
after our FA Cup involvement on Saturday.
That match, here against AFC Wolverhampton City 
saw our progress in that competition end abruptly 
with a 3-2 defeat after leading 2-0 at half time. It was 
completely baffling to understand how the Bears 
came to lose a match they were in full control of for 
the first 45 minutes. The improvement from last 
season’s performances were in evidence as they 
moved the ball around well, creating several openings 
and scoring 2 well worked goals from Danny Needham 
and a fine strike by Shakeel.  In the meantime, they 
restricted their opponents to attacks that in the main 
were well dealt with and Dave Parton in goal was well 
protected. 

The second half was almost the complete opposite 
with the Bears failing to pose any real or sustained 
threat and found themselves being frustrated when 
looking to up their game. A tale of 2 penalties, both 
scored, and a failure to deal with a cross in between 
was some reward for the visitors who never gave up 
after looking out of the game at half time. The Bears 
chances were not helped by the dismissal of Kieran 
Knapper after he foolishly reacted after two strong 
challenges when the score was 2-1 to the Bears..

Vauxhall started last Saturday with a challenging away 
fixture at relegated Prescot Cables. They started well 
scoring after 11 minutes but were pegged back 11 
minutes later and 1-1 was the final score. Last season, 
the Bears met Vauxhall in an early round of the Isuzu 
FA Trophy and ran out 3-1 winners here. In the league, 
the sides drew 3-3 here and Vauxhall won 2-1 at home 
after Max McCarthy blazed a last-minute penalty over 
the bar. All the matches between the two sides have 
been competitive and mostly closely fought so as 
usual, this should be a real test of the Bears progress 
from last season’s disappointments.

Some spectators have been asking about the pitch 
perimeter wall after seeing information in the media 
from the FA regarding replacement or remedial work 
needed following the death of Billy Vigar playing for 
Chichester City in the Isthmian League last year. 
Congleton Town has been assessed, and work is 
required to enable the ground to meet the new 
grading specifications. The FA have offered financial 
assistance with work deemed necessary and the club 
is now in the planning stage related to timings and 
finances. 
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We are 100% supportive of the process and will be 
looking to have the necessary work carried out in a 
timely manner. The end product will be a much 
better safety environment for players and a much 
better appearance to the ground facilities.

Our next match is another home game on Saturday 
15th in the Isuzu FA Trophy Preliminary Round ko 
3pm against Beverley Town. As there are no replays 
in the FA Trophy, we will be on the road on Tuesday 
18th August ko 7:45 pm as we travel to Stalybridge 
Celtic. For now, Saturday 22nd August is a free date 
(scheduled to be the FA Cup Preliminary Round). 

It is highly likely that we will have a game that day 
as we can match up to any other team that has 
been eliminate and bring the scheduled match 
forward. Padiham is one option, but there may be 
other options after the FA Cup replays during this 
week.

We hope everyone here enjoys the match and 
importantly, stays safe and has a safe journey 
home. 

MATCH OFFICIALS
REFEREE : Hadley Warhurst
ASST 1  : Ramsey Travers
ASST 2  : Joshua Brammer
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Jack Bates
Darren Chadwick
Richard Duffy
Marco Fregapane – rejoined from Connahs Quay Nomads
Kieran Garner-Knapper
Matthew Gillam
Shakeel Jones-Griffiths – returned after spells with Bury FC and Hyde United
Aliukebba Jarju – last club West Didsbury & Chorlton
Theo Knight – last club Whitchurch Alport
Matthew Liptrott
Owen Morris
Julius Ndene – last club Leek Town
Daniel Needham
Dallas Omoruyi – last club Barnton
David Parton
Dylan Scott – last club Stafford Rangers
Joao Soares - last club Daisy Hill
Robert Stevenson – last club Hednesford Town
Peter Williams
Joseph Woolley – last club Bootle

Congleton Town FC 24/25 Squad

There have been several changes to the registered players representing Congleton Town FC for 
the upcoming season. We look first at those players that have left from last year:

Thomas Allen*
Ebou Badjie
Brian Barton
Owen Beamon
Shaun Brisley

Joshua Hall*
Owen Hesketh
Trevor Kakou
Matthew Lay+
Harry Motley+

Aaron Ojungu* *
Cole Ojungu
Sebastian Quinn
Remi Raymond+
Theo Stair

Jason Ukatu*
Jack Willow+
Travis Ziglam
Alberto Serra*

Max McCarthy – moved to Radcliffe

Ethan Hartshorn – moved to Nantwich Town

George Sankey – moved to Wythenshawe

Those marked * did not feature in a match. Those marked + were loan players and went 
back to their parent club.

Max, Ethan and George were contracted players who had come to the end of their 
contracts, and we are aware of their move to other clubs.

We now look at the current playing squad:



STATEMENT

Congleton Town FC 24/25 Squad

STATEMENT ON SOLID PITCH SIDE BARRIERS

The FA has banned solid pitchside barriers across the National League System following the 
death of former Arsenal academy player Billy Vigar, the governing body said on Friday.

The FA launched a review of the safety of walls and boundaries last year after the 21-year-old 
suffered a significant brain injury when he hit his head on a concrete barrier beside the pitch in 
the Isthmian League Premier Division game while playing for seventh-tier side Chichester City.

"Any existing solid brick, breeze block or concrete barriers must be removed as soon as 
reasonably practicable, or covered with suitable protection if they cannot be removed for 

structural reasons," read the statement.

"We have informed clubs at this level that they will be required to take action as a result of 
these changes."

The review was conducted by independent health and safety experts for the 2026-27 season, 
and the FA and Premier League will provide funding to help implement the changes.
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For more than 60 years, Vauxhall Motors FC has been at the 
heart of football in Ellesmere Port. From humble beginnings 
in 1963 to memorable FA Cup nights and a remarkable 
journey back through the football pyramid, the story of the 
Motormen is one of ambition, resilience and unwavering 
community spirit.
The club was founded in 1963 following the opening of the 
Vauxhall Motors car plant, whose presence still overlooks 
Rivacre Park today. Originally representing the workforce of 
one of the town's largest employers, the club began life in 
the Ellesmere Port League before progressing into the Wirral 
Combination League, where it quickly established a 
reputation for success.
Early achievements saw Motors capture the West Cheshire 
League title in 1985, while an earlier move into the 
Northwest Counties Football League had already signalled 
the club's desire to climb the football pyramid. Promotion 
from Division Two was achieved at the first attempt, laying 
the foundations for greater success in the years ahead.

The move to Rivacre Park in 1987 marked the beginning of a 
new era. Officially opened by the legendary Sir Bobby 
Robson, the ground has become synonymous with Vauxhall 
Motors Football Club and has witnessed some of the finest 
moments in its history.
One of those moments came during the unforgettable 
1998/99 season. The Motormen reached the Fifth Round of 
the FA Vase, lifted the Northwest Counties League Cup and 
secured promotion to the Northern Premier League. The 
momentum continued as the club earned promotion to the 
Premier Division at the first attempt before establishing itself 
among the strongest sides in the division.
Perhaps the greatest chapter in the club's history came under 
the management of Alvin McDonald. An unforgettable FA 
Cup campaign saw Vauxhall Motors reach the Second Round 
Proper, with victory over Queens Park Rangers securing the 
club's place in football folklore. Those magical cup runs 
demonstrated what could be achieved through hard work, 
belief and togetherness.

Promotion to the Conference North followed in 2004 
under Owen Brown, taking the club to the highest 
level it has ever reached.
Like many clubs at non-league level, however, success 
was followed by significant challenges. In 2014, 
financial difficulties forced the club to voluntarily 
resign from the Conference North and return to the 
West Cheshire League. For many, it would have been 
easy to accept defeat.
Instead, Vauxhall Motors chose to rebuild.
Under Karl Bell, the foundations were laid for the 
club's recovery before Mick McGraa took the reins in 
2018. Progress was steady and impressive, although 
promotion hopes were cruelly interrupted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The disappointment only 
strengthened the club's resolve.
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Although the following campaign ended just short of 
another play-off challenge, the club continued to 
build both on and off the pitch.
The summer of 2026 has ushered in another exciting 
era. A landmark partnership with Premier Jet 
Support has brought significant investment into 
Rivacre Park, funding substantial improvements to 
the club's facilities and reinforcing its long-term 
ambitions.
A new voice has also taken charge in the dugout. 
Chris Herbert arrives following promotion with 1874 
Northwich and has assembled an exciting new-look 
squad that has impressed throughout pre-season. 
With fresh energy, renewed optimism and a clear 
vision for the future, everyone connected with the 
club looks forward to what lies ahead.

As supporters gather at Rivacre Park this season, 
they become part of a story that stretches back over 
six decades. Every player who pulls on the famous 
white shirt, every volunteer who gives their time and 
every supporter who stands on the terraces 
contributes to the next chapter of the club's proud 
history.
The Motormen have overcome adversity, celebrated 
unforgettable triumphs and continually looked 
forward. Whatever the future holds, one thing 
remains certain—Vauxhall Motors Football Club will 
continue to represent Ellesmere Port with pride, 
passion and determination.
Up The Motormen.

That perseverance was rewarded when the Motormen 
secured promotion before producing a superb 
2022/23 campaign, winning the Northwest Counties 
Premier Division title and returning to the Northern 
Premier League Division One West.
The next chapter began in October 2023 when former 
Tranmere Rovers defender Danny Holmes was 
appointed manager. Holmes guided the club away 
from relegation before leading the Motormen to a 
fifth-place finish and a play-off semi-final in his first full 
season. 
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Congleton Town FC 24/25 Squad

Chris Herbert: Manager
Following the departure of Danny Holmes in the summer, Chris Herbert arrived from 1874 
Northwich where he had recently won promotion to the NPL West. An experienced manager who 
had played and managed in the league of Wales arrives with ambition in his first season with 
Vauxhall Motors.

Steve Burr: Assistant Manager
Steve Burr links back up with Chris Herbert as Assistant Manager. Burr, a former manager of 
Hereford United and Chester FC, has vast amount of experience in the non league game.

Mark Reed: Coach
Mark Reed worked under Herbert at 1874 and was part of Mick McGrae’s backroom staff at 
Vauxhall Motors. Reed was a former Vauxhall Motors striker of some repute.

John Keegan: Coach
John Keegan, an ex professional footballer and current Head of Football at Everton Football 
College, worked as Assistant Manager to Herbert in Wales many years ago and joins back up with 
the staff.

Mark Corbett: GK Coach
Mark Corbett, an ambassador for the highly popular GKN, and a current academy goalkeeper coach 
at Wigan Athletic and Everton International, brings experience in both outfield and goalkeeper 
coaching, also working with goalkeeper Jack Atkinson previously.
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Jack Atkinson: Goalkeeper
D.O.B: 21/11/2000
Previous clubs: 1874 Northwich, Wolves, Bury AFC, West Didsbury and Chorlton
Goalkeeper Atkinson returns to the club for his second spell after being part of Danny Holmes’ first 
Motors squad. Atkinson, a former academy product of Wolverhampton Wanderers, is in between 
the sticks for the Motors this season.

Adam Rooney: Defender
D.O.B: 08/08/1997
Previous Clubs: City of Liverpool, Runcorn Linnetts, Nantwich Town, Atherton Collieries.
A commanding centre back, Adam Rooney re-joins the club after time away at Runcorn Linnetts 
and Nantwich Town, and will be a presence in Chris Herbert’s side.

Vita Mbolokele: Defender
D.O.B: 03/01/1997
Previous Clubs: Brymbo, Ruthin Town and Southport.
Despite only having experience in the Welsh league, it’s not taken the defender long to settle into 
the English footballing system. A regular for the manager last season with versatility of playing 
centre back and right back.

Joe Akpan: Defender
D.O.B: 26/09/2006
Previous Clubs: Rochdale
Akpan joins the club from Rochdale, where he was an academy graduate, recently playing in the 
National League Cup for the First Team.

Joe Ireland: Defender
D.O.B: 17/10/2007
Previous Clubs: Chester FC.
Chester FC released Joe Ireland in the summer as an 18-year old who progressed through the 
academy system, and has shone in pre-season for the Motormen.

Josh Solomon-Davies: Defender
D.O.B: 20/11/1999
Previous Clubs: Tranmere Rovers, Marine AFC and Bala Town.
The right-back played a couple of games since joining the club towards the back end of 23/24 and 
was part of the Semi-Final play-off defeat to Hednesford Town. He’s also played in World Cup 
Qualifiers this summer for his country, Saint Lucia.
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Adam Hughes: Defender
D.O.B: 29/11/1996
Previous Clubs: Marine, 1874 Northwich, Tranmere Rovers.
Adam Hughes, another title winning defender under Mick McGraa, and a title winning defender 
last season with 1874 Northwich, rejoins the club. Adam was part of the Marine AFC team who 
reached the 3rd round of the Emirates FA Cup against Spurs.

Jack Tierney: Defender
D.O.B: 17/01/2005
Previous Clubs: Marine, Everton FC.
Tierney played for Everton FC up to Under 21s, before joining Marine AFC last season. Tierney 
brings experience in the academy system which he looks to show in men’s football.

Ben Dutton-Kelly: Defender
D.O.B: 20/05/2000
Previous Clubs: Cammell Laird, Bootle, Witton Albion.
A massive defender who can play centre back or full back, who played in Mick McGraa’s Motors in 
the title winning campaign in 2023, returns to the club from Witton Albion.

Dan Kennedy: Midfielder (LOAN)
D.O.B: 08/04/2008
Previous Clubs: Chester FC
Dan Kennedy joins the Motormen on loan from Chester FC, where he has progressed up to the 
U18s. He played for the Seals against Vauxhall Motors in last season’s Cheshire Senior Cup.

Haydn Cooper: Midfielder
D.O.B: 25/06/1994
Previous Clubs: Cammell Laird 1907, 1874 Northwich
Haydn Cooper was a title winning defender under Mick McGraa and again under Chris Herbert for 
1874, and is a midfielder who gets stuck in and uses his experience and knowledge of the game 
to be successful.

Finley Heath: Midfielder
D.O.B: 14/05/2000
Previous Clubs: Southport, Nantwich Town, City of Liverpool and Prescot Cables.
The 21-year old midfielder has joined upon the expiry of his contract with National League North 
side, Southport. He appeared a few times last season and enjoyed loan spells with NPL sides City 
of Liverpool and Prescot Cables. A player that can certainly push up the leagues.
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Jason Coppack: Midfielder
D.O.B: 07/01/2004
Previous Clubs: 1874 Northwich, Burnley, Everton
A product of Everton FC and Burnley FC Youth Academies. Coppack joins the club as Club Captain 
and has already shown his qualities and determination to succeed in pre-season so far.

Kevin Ellison: Forward
D.O.B: 23/02/1979
Previous Clubs: Southport, Chorley, Conwy United, Altrincham, Leicester City, Stockport County, 
Lincoln City, Chester, Hull, Tranmere Rovers, Rotherham United, Bradford, Morecambe, Newport 
County, Warrington Rylands, City of Liverpool and Runcorn Town.19 clubs across a long career for 
Kevin Ellison, the 46 year-old returns for another season keen to keep scoring goals and helping 
the team on/off the pitch. Whilst managing his injuries, the experience Ellison has added to the 
team during his time on/off the pitch has been clear for all to see. A football legend who has no 
plans to slow down, just yet, entering double digits for goals last year.

Dale Jennings: Forward
D.O.B: 21/12/1982
Previous Clubs: Bayern Munich, Tranmere Rovers, 1874 Northwich, Barnsley, MK Dons
Dale Jennings, a seasoned ex-pro who played for Tranmere Rovers and Bayern Munich, has joined 
the club with his experience and eye for goal and will add quality to the Motors attacking threats.

Sam Turner: Forward
D.O.B: 27/06/2002
Previous Clubs: Chester, Runcorn Linnets, Widnes, Colwyn Bay
A new signing this summer, Sam Turner joins the club with plenty of experience at such a young 
age, being in semi-professional football for years. In pre-season, he has shown his eye for goal 
alongside his direct approach which strikes fear in defenders.

Michael Burkey: Forward
D.O.B: 04/11/1989
Previous Clubs: Tranmere Rovers, Bootle FC
Michael Burkey signed for the club in the NWCFL Division One, being a star player in the title 
winning campaign before moving on to Bootle FC with Mick McGraa. Burkey returned but has had 
troubles with injuries over recent years.

Ste Mine: Forward
D.O.B: 10/05/1995
Previous Clubs: Warrington Town, Bootle, Prescot Cables
Ste Mine joins the club after playing abroad for a season, and has experience in the NPL West 
with Bootle and Prescot Cables, and in leagues above too. A big presence in front of goal and will 
no doubt add numbers to the goalscoring chart for the Motormen this season.
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Josh Cultram: Forward
D.O.B: 13/04/1998
Previous Clubs: Wolverhampton Casuals, 1874 Northwich
Cultram has a build which is perfect for a hold up centre forward – and has shown his big and 
strong capabilities in pre-season with headed goals and being a threat for defenders.
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Legal Identity: Congleton Town FC (Operations) Limited
Company Number 14885130 | 100% of shares owned by C.E Porter

CLUB CHARITABLE PARTNER:
Mind Body & Sole (Mental Health)

GROUNDSMAN: Paul Minshull
CLUBHOUSE: Rebecca Young
PHOTOGRAPHER: Elliot Treanor
KIT PROVIDER: Fused Sport

CLUB OFFICALS:
CHAIRMAN: Charles Porter
SENIOR FOOTBALL: Mark Parton
SECRETARY: Ken Mead
MEDIA: Adam Gosling

FIRST TEAM:
MANAGER: Richard Duffy
ASST MANAGER: Louis Dodds
CLUB PHYSIO: Abi Blythe

RESERVE TEAM:
MANAGER: Martin Cornes





INFORMATION

Congleton Town FC 24/25 Squad

WEBSITE: www.ctfc.club
CLUB SHOP: shop@ctfc.club
TWITTER/X: @CongletonFC
INSTAGRAM: @CongletonFC
FACEBOOK: @CongletonFC
EMAIL: admin@ctfc.club 

Legal Identity: Congleton Town FC (Operations) Limited
Company Number 14885130 | 100% of shares owned by C.E Porter

LEGAL ENTITY:
Congleton Town Football Club is owned and operated by: 
Congleton Town FC (Operations) Limited
Company Number – 14885130
Director – Charles Porter
Person(s) of Significant Interest – Charles Porter

PRICES:
Adults - £12* 
Concessions - £8*
Children (U16’s) - £4* 
Accompanied Under 10’s FREE*

*League games only

CLUB SHAREHOLDERS:
Charles Porter – 100%
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At Congleton Town Football Club, we are proud to showcase our roster of fantastic sponsors 
who have helped make our club the success it is today. Without the support of our generous 
sponsors, we would not be able to continue providing top-quality football matches and events 
for our fans and community.

We believe that our sponsors are more than just financial backers – they are valuable members 
of our community who share our passion for football and supporting local organizations. So why 
not consider becoming a Congleton Town Football Club sponsor today? We can’t wait to 
welcome you to the team!
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