






BY KEN MEAD
CLUB SECRETARY

FORWARD

A very warm welcome is extended to everyone at the Cleric Stadium today and 
particularly to the players, officials and supporters of AFC Wolverhampton City 
who have made the trip for this afternoon’s Emirates FA Cup Extra Preliminary 
Round tie. 

Well, here we go again. After many weeks waiting, we 
kick off season 2026/27 with an intriguing tie against 
AFC Wolverhampton City, who many will recognise as 
the former AFC Wulfrunians when we met them in our 
one season in the Midland Football League (MFL). The 
excitement and anticipation have been growing 
through the close season as the Bears look to dismiss 
thoughts of last season in the Northern Premier 
League Division One West where the faithful 
supporters had to endure the tension of winning the 
last league game here, 4-0 against Trafford, and 
depending on Witton Albion not allowing Sporting 
Khalsa victory at Wincham Park for the Bears to avoid 
the last relegation spot (which Witton won 2-1). That 
followed a great first season back in the NPL the year 
before with a play off final place and a 2-0 defeat at a 
very strong Hednesford side.

It was clear that something significant was required 
during the close season and so it came to be that 
several players have left and several recruits have 
joined including the return of some real crowd 
favourites. There is more on these changes later in the 
programme.

Our lowly position last season sees us involved in the 
opening round of the Emirates FA Cup with £1125.00 
in winner’s prize money and £375.00 for the losing 
side. Today’s match will last for the full 90 minutes 
and if the scores are level, there will be a replay on 
Tuesday 11th August, ko 7:45pm at AFC 
Wolverhampton City’s Prestige Midland Arena WV3 
8NA. The winners of this tie will be away to 
Lutterworth Town or Hereford Pegasus on Saturday 
22nd August.

Our preparation for this first competitive match of the 
season has been six friendlies with ascending 
opposition’s league status. Five wins and one defeat 
was a testament to improved team performances 
even with some key players absent on holiday. Last 
Saturday’s 3-1 win here against NPL Premier Division 
side Bamber Bridge was most encouraging.

AFC Wolverhampton City play in the MFL Premier 
Division, and they at least opened their competitive 
season last Saturday at home to Whitchurch Alport 
but were beaten 2-0. They travelled to Dudley on 
Tuesday evening and came away with a fine 4-3 
victory.



FORWARD

Our meetings in the MFL saw the Bears win 3-1 here 
and draw 0-0 at Wulfrunians. The meeting prior to 
that season was a remarkable Isuzu FA Vase tie 
where Danny Needham capitalised on a defensive 
error to give the Bears a 1-0 lead and Richard Duffy 
was sent off before half time. The second half will 
live long in the memory of the supporters who were 
there. It was virtually 45 minutes of attack and 
defence with Dave Parton in astonishing form, 
defenders blocking shots and in truth some wayward 
shooting from the Wulfrunians strikers. That season 
the Bears reached the FA Vase semi-finals and 
bowed out on penalties to Newport Pagnell.

If today’s match is decided here, we will be at home 
on Tuesday 11th August ko 7:45pm when Vauxhall 
motors will be the visitors. That is followed by 
another home game on Saturday 15th in the Isuzu FA 
Trophy Preliminary Round ko 3pm against Beverley 
Town. As there are no replays in the FA Trophy, we 
will be on the road on Tuesday 18th August ko 7:45 
pm as we travel to Stalybridge Celtic.

Welcome then to Bears supporters old and new 
and here’s hoping you witness some good football 
and some exciting games this season. The omens 
look good.

We hope everyone here enjoys the match and 
importantly, stays safe and has a safe journey 
home. 

MATCH OFFICIALS
REFEREE : Joseph Bibby
ASST 1  : HongKai Shu
ASST 2  : Matthew Dunstan
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Jack Bates
Darren Chadwick
Richard Duffy
Marco Fregapane – rejoined from Connahs Quay Nomads
Kieran Garner-Knapper
Matthew Gillam
Shakeel Jones-Griffiths – returned after spells with Bury FC and Hyde United
Aliukebba Jarju – last club West Didsbury & Chorlton
Theo Knight – last club Whitchurch Alport
Matthew Liptrott
Owen Morris
Julius Ndene – last club Leek Town
Daniel Needham
Dallas Omoruyi – last club Barnton
David Parton
Dylan Scott – last club Stafford Rangers
Joao Soares - last club Daisy Hill
Robert Stevenson – last club Hednesford Town
Peter Williams
Joseph Woolley – last club Bootle

Congleton Town FC 24/25 Squad

There have been several changes to the registered players representing Congleton Town FC for 
the upcoming season. We look first at those players that have left from last year:

Thomas Allen*
Ebou Badjie
Brian Barton
Owen Beamon
Shaun Brisley

Joshua Hall*
Owen Hesketh
Trevor Kakou
Matthew Lay+
Harry Motley+

Aaron Ojungu* *
Cole Ojungu
Sebastian Quinn
Remi Raymond+
Theo Stair

Jason Ukatu*
Jack Willow+
Travis Ziglam
Alberto Serra*

Max McCarthy – moved to Radcliffe

Ethan Hartshorn – moved to Nantwich Town

George Sankey – moved to Wythenshawe

Those marked * did not feature in a match. Those marked + were loan players and went 
back to their parent club.

Max, Ethan and George were contracted players who had come to the end of their 
contracts, and we are aware of their move to other clubs.

We now look at the current playing squad:





HISTORY

AFC Wolverhampton City were founded in the Summer of 
2025, taking on a brand-new identity from their previous 
name AFC Wulfrunians (founded in 2005). However, the club 
has over one hundred years of history behind it because 
today’s team is an offshoot of Old Wulfrunians FC who were 
formed in 1922.

Having operated in the Birmingham AFA for many years, the 
club grew and grew and by the turn of the new millennium 
the strength of the club was reaching new heights.  By the 
end of the 2004/05 season the first XI had a batch of young 
players who were deemed too strong for the Birmingham 
AFA, having done the domestic double three years in a row, 
and having made three appearances in the Hunt Cup final at 
Molineux, so the decision was taken to step up to the West 
Midlands (Regional) League division two under the new name 
of AFC Wulfrunians.  With the Memorial Ground not meeting 
the criteria for the League, AFC Wulfs ground shared with 
fellow WMRL side Wolverhampton Casuals.

The first season in the West Midlands (Regional) League was 
an unmitigated success with the League title won by a 
commanding 20 points and the League Cup also safely in the 
trophy cabinet. In the process, a new record was set for the 
WMRL with just seven goals conceded in the whole season in 
the league. On top of this the fair play trophy was won thanks 
to just two bookings and no red cards throughout the entire 
season. 

The 2006/07 season proved tougher in Division One but still a 
great success.  A second-place finish in the league ensured 
promotion to the Premier Division at the first attempt while 
also finishing runners up in the League Cup.  The major 
success of the season was winning the Birmingham Vase for 
the first time in the club’s history by beating Midland 
Combination Division One side Stockingford AA at the 
Birmingham FA headquarters in Ray Hall Lane.

The club’s first season in the WMRL Premier Division was also 
a success.  As well as a fantastic top six finish, Wulfs also

managed to win the Birmingham FA Midweek Floodlit 
Cup, beating Bartley Green 4-0 in the Final, as well as 
narrowly missing out on winning the JW Hunt Cup after 
a last minute 3-2 loss against Wednesfield in the Final 
at Molineux.

The improvement continued and in the 2008/09 season 
AFCW won the WMRL Premier Division, only to be 
denied promotion due to ground grading issues.  More 
disappointment came as another JW Hunt Cup final at 
Molineux was lost, this time to Bloxwich United.

The 2009/10 season was the most exciting in AFC 
Wulfrunians’ short history.  It started with the signing of 
a long lease on their new ground, Castlecroft Stadium, 
and continued with a FA Cup run that saw them reach 
the second qualifying round having beaten higher 
division opponents Boldmere St Michaels, Chasetown 
and Kidsgrove Athletic before eventually bowing out to 
Blue Square North play-off finalists Alfreton Town. The 
league campaign saw them eventually finish third after 
holding top spot for a long time. Disappointment came 
in the form of losing 1-0 to Bustleholme in the final of 
the League Cup.

The 2010/11 season brought another title challenge 
which ultimately ended in a third-place finish, but the 
club did win the JW Hunt Cup beating Gornal Athletic 3-
0 in the final. Also, the Under 18’s, set up just one year 
earlier, won the Midland Floodlit Youth League
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The 2010/11 season brought another title challenge 
which ultimately ended in a third-place finish, but 
the club did win the JW Hunt Cup beating Gornal 
Athletic 3-0 in the final. Also, the Under 18’s, set up 
just one year earlier, won the Midland Floodlit Youth 
League Northern Division to secure promotion to the 
topflight. League Northern Division to secure 
promotion to the topflight.

The 2011/12 season’s title challenge faded away to a 
5th place finish, but more silverware came in the 
League Cup with a 3-2 victory over Wednesfield in 
the final. The final of the JW Hunt Cup was not quite 
as successful losing out 4-3 to Black Country Rangers 
at Molineux. The Under 18’s finished second in the 
MFYL Premier North division behind Newcastle 
Town and lost in the final of the Birmingham FA 
Youth Cup at St Andrews against Birmingham City 
FITC.

The 2012/13 season saw manager Tim Tipton step 
down and he was replaced by Steve Palmer and Jon 
Purdie, who stepped up from running the youth 
team, but the success continued as they led the 
team to another fantastic WMRL Premier Division 
success. This time there were no problems and 
promotion was achieved.

In the Midland Football Alliance and with Steve Palmer 
now as sole manager, the campaign ended with a very 
creditable eighth place finish. Further positive news came 
in the shape of the club’s first main sponsor as European 
Mezzanine Systems joined in partnership with the club.

This was followed up with an improvement to seventh at 
the end of the 2014/15 season. However, as the strength 
of the teams in the league improved for the following 
season, the club finished thirteenth after a disappointing 
second half of the season but did reach the last sixteen of 
the FA Vase. 

The 2015/16 campaign was the most competitive since 
joining the league, and in the final game of the season 
survival was confirmed, finishing seventeenth winning 
fourteen of forty-two games and achieving fifty points. 
After four years as Manager and establishing the club in 
the Midland Football League, Steve Palmer stepped down 
- the time and effort he gave the club will never be 
forgotten.
 
Filling the role at the start of the 2017/18 season was 
Richard Forsyth, but after a solid start several heavy 
defeats made him relinquish his post as manager. 
Stepping into the breach for an interim period, Steve 
Palmer agreed to return to help the club whilst 
replacement options were considered, and he ensured 
that the league position was consolidated.

The following term started with Darren Goodall and 
Richard Brown as the new managerial team, with Tim 
Jackson added to the Coaching staff. Darren, Richard and 
Tim bought a wealth of experience, not just from their 
playing careers, but also as managers and coaches at a 
number of clubs and they secured a creditable twelfth 
place finish, one point off tenth spot.

With Tim and Richard moving on, for season 2019/2020, 
Scott Moore was brought in to assist Darren, with 
Matthew Johnson being added to the coaching staff. The 
following campaign, although reaching the quarter finals 
of the Walsall Senior Cup and the JW Hunt Cup, both 
competitions were curtailed due to the coronavirus as was 
the league programme with the team finishing thirteenth. 
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Following Scott Moore’s departure, the Assistant 
managers role was taken over by Mark Jones, with 
Richard Gardner coming in as First team coach. Both 
well versed with “grassroots football”.

With Darren Goodall stepping down due to work 
commitments, Mark Jones took over the role as 
manager for the start of the 2021/22 campaign with 
his assistant Steve Wynn. With Wynn relinquishing 
his position early on, Mark Smith was brought in to 
assist Jones with first team duties.

Jones, along with the remainder of his management 
team, Ben Jevons and Mat Johnson left the club in 
November 2021. Club stalwart Craig Gregg and 
captain James Hill took over the management hot 
seat for the interim period and following successful 
results on the pitch, Gregg was made permanent 
manager with Nick Turton returning to the club as 
first team coach. The duo guided the club to their 
best ever league finish, ending the 2021/22 
campaign in a very respectable fifth place.

Season 2022/23 saw a twelfth-place finish in the 
league, but they reached the fifth round of the Isuzu 
FA Vase, the best run in the club’s history, losing out 
narrowly by a solitary goal to Congleton Town.

Craig Gregg and Nick Turton stepped down after ten 
games of the 2023/24 campaign and the club moved to 
appoint former Gresley manager, Carl Abbott and his 
assistant Paul Tomlinson who guided the Wulfs to a mid-
table finish to the season.

During the Summer of 2024, the club appointed former 
Wednesfield manager John Griffiths and his coaching 
team to Castlecroft. In his first season, Griffiths steered 
the team to victory in the Midland Football League Cup 
Final with a 3-1 victory over Stapenhill.

In the Summer of 2025, the club took on a brand-new 
identity and was renamed AFC Wolverhampton City.

The 2025/6 campaign saw City earn a play off place after 
equalling a record achieving fifth place league finish but 
lost to Northwich Victoria on penalties in the semi-final 
after a 1-1 draw. In their quest for another season with 
silverware, the holders also reached the semi-finals of the 
Midland Football League Cup but again suffered penalty 
heartbreak at the hands of Sutton United.

Despite reaching the final of the prestigious JW Hunt Cup 
in it’s 100th anniversary of the Competition, City made it a 
hat-trick of penalty shoot out defeats, losing out to Dudley 
Town after a 1-1 stalemate at Wolverhampton 
Wanderers’ Molineux Stadium.

CLUB HONOURS:

Midland Football League
2024/25 Premier Division League Cup Winners

West Midlands (Regional) League
2012/13 Premier Division Winners
2008/09 Premier Division Winners
2006/07 Division One Runners Up
2005/06 Division Two Winners

West Midlands (Regional) League Cup
2011/12 Premier Division Winners
2009/10 Premier Division Finalists
2006/07 Division One Finalists
2005/06 Division Two Winners
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Birmingham FA Midweek Floodlit Cup
2007/08 Winners

Birmingham FA Vase
2006/07 Winners

J.W. Hunt Cup
2025/26 Finalists
2011/12 Finalists
2010/11 Winners
2008/09 Finalists
2007/08 Finalists

Birmingham County FA Youth Cup   
2011/12 Finalists

Joel Richards Memorial Cup
2018/19 Finalists

Midland Floodlit Youth League Premier Division 
North
2011/12 Runners Up
2018/19 Runners Up
2023/24 Winners

Midland Floodlit Youth League North
2010/11 Winners
2015/16 Winners
2016/17 Winners

OFFICERS

Manager: John Griffiths
Asst Manager: Andrew Carrier
Coach: Curtis Millet & Dave Billingham
Goalkeeping Coach: Daniel Newman               
Physio: Mark Smith
Captain: Carlo Franco

Club Directors Neil Barnfield, Danny Butler, 
Matt Clayton,
Chairman: Matt Clayton  
Secretary: Simon Cater  
  
Kit Man: Mark Smith 
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Congleton Town FC 24/25 Squad

SAM ARNOLD
JOSHUA BANKS 
JUSTICE CAMPBELL
JOE CLARKE
CARLO FRANCO (CAPTAIN)
JAY HOLDCROFT
KIE HOULIHAN
JAKE LLOYD
MACARA MCNULTY-HARTNETT
DANIEL MUNDAY
JOEL OMORODION
TIMOTHY OYANDA
ALEX RYDER
ARI-JAE SHAW
SAM SMITH
LOGAN TRAINER
JORDAN UPPAL
JACOB WEDDERBURN
OLIVER WEST
JOE WILLIAMS





INFORMATION

Congleton Town FC 24/25 Squad

Legal Identity: Congleton Town FC (Operations) Limited
Company Number 14885130 | 100% of shares owned by C.E Porter

CLUB CHARITABLE PARTNER:
Mind Body & Sole (Mental Health)

GROUNDSMAN: Paul Minshull
CLUBHOUSE: Rebecca Young
PHOTOGRAPHER: Elliot Treanor
KIT PROVIDER: Fused Sport

CLUB OFFICALS:
CHAIRMAN: Charles Porter
SENIOR FOOTBALL: Mark Parton
SECRETARY: Ken Mead
MEDIA: Adam Gosling

FIRST TEAM:
MANAGER: Richard Duffy
ASST MANAGER: Louis Dodds
CLUB PHYSIO: Abi Blythe

RESERVE TEAM:
MANAGER: Martin Cornes





INFORMATION

Congleton Town FC 24/25 Squad

WEBSITE: www.ctfc.club
CLUB SHOP: shop@ctfc.club
TWITTER/X: @CongletonFC
INSTAGRAM: @CongletonFC
FACEBOOK: @CongletonFC
EMAIL: admin@ctfc.club 

Legal Identity: Congleton Town FC (Operations) Limited
Company Number 14885130 | 100% of shares owned by C.E Porter

LEGAL ENTITY:
Congleton Town Football Club is owned and operated by: 
Congleton Town FC (Operations) Limited
Company Number – 14885130
Director – Charles Porter
Person(s) of Significant Interest – Charles Porter

PRICES:
Adults - £12* 
Concessions - £8*
Children (U16’s) - £4* 
Accompanied Under 10’s FREE*

*League games only

CLUB SHAREHOLDERS:
Charles Porter – 100%
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At Congleton Town Football Club, we are proud to showcase our roster of fantastic sponsors 
who have helped make our club the success it is today. Without the support of our generous 
sponsors, we would not be able to continue providing top-quality football matches and events 
for our fans and community.

We believe that our sponsors are more than just financial backers – they are valuable members 
of our community who share our passion for football and supporting local organizations. So why 
not consider becoming a Congleton Town Football Club sponsor today? We can’t wait to 
welcome you to the team!
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