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FORWARD

very warm welcome is extended to everyone at the Cleric Stadium today and 
particularly to the players, officials and supporters of Padiham who have made 
the trip for this afternoon’s Pitching In Northern Premier League Division One 
West match.

After a successful October, during which the Bears 
drew 3 games and won 3 games out of the six played, 
we entered November with a tough home assignment 
against Stafford Rangers. We knew it would be a 
challenge against opponents who have had a major 
financial boost for this season and who were about to 
take on Grimsby Town in the First Round Proper of the 
FA Cup (with £15,800 guaranteed even if they were to 
lose). They put up a great show and were only beaten 
on penalties after extra time and a 3-3 score line. 

So, our 1-0 defeat should be seen in that context. It 
was left to our trip to Atherton Collieries last Saturday 
to try to show our recent revival had not stalled.

The defensive display against Stafford Rangers was 
repeated at Atherton and after leading 1-0 at half 
time, courtesy of a Rob Stevenson goal from a tight 
angle, it paid dividends in the closing 8 minutes as the 
Bears scored 3 more times through an Ethan Vale 
direct free kick from the edge of the area and 2 quality 
finishes from James Kirby, making just his 2nd 
appearance as a substitute since his return from 
injury. The 4 goals were also a bonus for an improved 
goal difference.

The Bears go into today’s match with just 1 defeat in 
the last 8 games that has seen them win 4 and draw 3 
– a tally of 15 points from 8 games - where they had 
managed just 2 points from their opening 10 league 
fixtures. It’s been a little while since we met Padiham 
in league matches. 

They returned from the Northern Premier League in 
2015/16 to the North West Counties before returning 
to the NPL for this current season. With Covid 
curtailing the 2020/21 season we have met each other 
4 times since then. In 2021/22 we won 2-1 here and 
drew 3-3 there. 

In 2022/23 were lost 2-1 here and drew 1-1 there. So, 
1 win each, 2 drawn games and 7 goal each. We, of 
course, went off to the Midland Football League and 
then the past 2 seasons in the NPL. They currently sit 
15th in the table with a goal difference of -10. Recent 
form has them with 3 defeats, 1 draw and one win in 
the last 5 league outings. It will be an important match 
for the Bears today as they seek to maintain the vastly 
improved performances of late but as always in this 
division, every game will be a tough one as any side 
can beat the other over 90 minutes.
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There is special significance about today’s match. It 
will be the last time spectators will see the concrete 
post and panels around the pitch. Starting Monday, 
the perimeter wall around the pitch will be removed 
and replaced with a modern plastic covered steel 
fencing. There will be 3 access gates to the pitch and 
there will be new dug outs. The club is grateful to the 
Premier League Stadium Fund for their support with 
a grant following the acknowledgement that a good 
number of clubs have safety issues with the type of 
perimeter wall that were acceptable for many years. 
Upon completion, the ground will have a major uplift 
to its appearance and safety. The ground will be 
closed while the work is carried out and due for 
completion in time for our next scheduled home 
match against Clitheroe on 28th November.

Our next match is away on Saturday 21st November 
ko 3pm, when we travel to Vauxhall Motors. Then as 
stated we are here again on Saturday 28th 
November ko 3pm v Clitheroe. We have been drawn 
at home to Stockport County in the second round of 
the Cheshire Senior Cup. That game has been fixed 
for Tuesday 1st December ko 7.45pm.

We hope everyone here enjoys the match and 
importantly, stays safe and has a safe journey 
home.

MATCH OFFICIALS
REFEREE : Samuel Fletcher
ASST 1  : Dillon Buckley
ASST 2  : Jay Henry
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David Parton  |  Goalkeeper
Dave has been a central figure in some of the most memorable moments of Congleton’s recent history. The 
former Stoke City goalkeeper has also represented Nantwich Town, Kidsgrove Athletic and Whitchurch Alport. 
He joined the Bears in 2020 and has since passed 200 appearances, combining reliable handling and shot-
stopping with a particular reputation for saving penalties. Parton played in the sides that reached the FA Vase 
semi-final, won the Cheshire Senior Cup and Macron Cup double in 2023, and secured the Midland League title 
in 2024. He brings continuity, experience and a calm presence to Richard Duffy’s squad.
Matthew Liptrott

Jack Bates  |  Defender
Jack joined Congleton in August 2025 after leaving Wigan Athletic, where he developed through the Latics’ 
academy system. A young, energetic defender, he quickly established himself during his first season at the 
Cleric Stadium and demonstrated the versatility contributing defensively in the full back and center half roles. 
His academy background gave him a strong technical and tactical grounding, while a full campaign in senior 
non-league football added valuable experience of the demands of the Northern Premier League. Returning for a 
second season with the Bears, Bates offers mobility, composure and further potential to develop within Richard 
Duffy’s rebuilt squad.

Darren Chadwick  |  Defender
A highly experienced and dependable member of the Bears squad, Darren has represented Congleton since 
2021. Comfortable at the heart of the defence and a regular threat from set pieces, ‘Chadders’ also has the 
composure to take responsibility from the penalty spot. He made 30 appearances and scored three goals during 
2025/26, following several seasons as an important part of Richard Duffy’s side. His Congleton career includes 
the 2023 Cheshire Senior Cup and Macron Cup double, the 2024 Midland League championship and the 2025 
NPL West play-off campaign. Darren’s leadership, defensive strength and eye for an important goal remain 
valuable assets.

Congleton Town FC 24/25 Squad

PLAYING SQUAD 2026/27:
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Richard Duffy  |  Player-manager / Defender
Richard’s playing appearances have become rarer over time as he focuses more on his work on the touchline 
and leading the football management of the club. He occasionally utilises his experience to step into the 
defence when required. The former Wales international enjoyed a long Football League career with Swansea 
City, Portsmouth, Coventry City, Millwall, Exeter City and Port Vale before moving into non-league football. 
Since taking charge at Congleton, he has overseen an FA Vase semi-final, the Cheshire Senior Cup and Macron 
Cup double, the 2023/24 Midland League title and a run to the NPL West play-off final. His standards, tactical 
knowledge and understanding of the game continue to shape the squad.

Marco Fregapane  |  Right-back
A familiar and popular face returns to the Cleric Stadium. Marco rejoined Congleton during the summer of 2026 
after spending the previous season with Welsh Premier side Connah’s Quay Nomads, where he gained 
experience in a full-time, top-flight environment. Still a young defender, he had already made more than 100 
first-team appearances for the Bears before leaving in 2025 and became a firm supporters’ favourite through 
his energy, commitment and attacking runs from right-back. Nicknamed the ‘Sicilian Bulldog’, Marco now 
returns with broader experience and an even stronger understanding of what it means to represent his 
hometown club.

Matthew Liptrott  |  Full-back / Midfielder
Matthew returns for a second season at Congleton after joining the Bears in 2025. A product of Blackpool’s 
academy, he gained early senior experience on loan with Stalybridge Celtic and Radcliffe before continuing his 
development in non-league football. Able to play at full-back or in midfield, he brings pace, athleticism and 
useful flexibility to the squad. His first year at the Cleric Stadium allowed him to establish himself at Northern 
Premier League level and build an effective partnership on the right side of the Bears defence. At 23, Liptrott 
combines a strong academy education with significant room for further progression.

Owen Morris  |  Defender
Owen joined Congleton in the summer of 2024 after moving from South Wales to pursue his football ambitions 
in England. A composed and mobile defender, he played his part in the Bears’ run to the 2025 NPL West play-off 
final before making 15 appearances and scoring once during an injury-disrupted 2025/26 campaign. 
Comfortable carrying the ball and contributing to the build-up from the back, Owen offers Richard Duffy a 
different defensive profile as well as the flexibility to operate in more than one role. He enters his third season 
at the Cleric Stadium looking to further establish himself and continue his development.

Julius Ndene |  Defender
Julius is a new addition for 2026/27 after joining the Bears from Leek Town. Born in Stockport, the 23-year-old 
defender arrives with Northern Premier League experience and has already impressed during pre-season with 
his calmness in possession and composed approach to defending. Athletic and comfortable on the ball, he adds 
youth, mobility and competition to Richard Duffy’s defensive options. His performances in the summer fixtures 
earned positive reviews from the club supporters and provided an early indication of how he can contribute at 
the Cleric Stadium. The coming campaign will be Julius’s first season in Congleton colours.

Congleton Town FC 24/25 Squad
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Shakeel Jones-Griffiths | Central midfielder
Shakeel returns to Congleton for a second spell after playing in the Northern Premier League Premier Division 
with Hyde United. He came through Bolton Wanderers’ youth system and has also represented Glossop North 
End and Bury, as well as passing 100 appearances during his time with Hyde. A powerful and technically capable 
central midfielder, he brings energy, ball-winning ability and experience from a higher level. Supporters will 
remember his contribution during his earlier spell with the Bears, including a goal in the club’s 2022/23 FA Vase 
run. Now 26, ‘Shak’ returns as a more experienced and rounded player.

Theo Knight  |  Attacking midfielder / Winger
Theo arrives at the Cleric Stadium following an impressive 2025/26 season with Whitchurch Alport. The 21-year-
old attacking midfielder can operate centrally or from a wide position and has earned a reputation for direct 
running, creativity and the ability to produce spectacular goals. His performances in Shropshire attracted 
attention and made him one of Richard Duffy’s notable summer additions. Still at an early stage of his senior 
career, Theo offers pace and unpredictability in the final third and will be looking to translate his strong form at 
Step 5 into the Northern Premier League with the Bears.

Daniel Needham  |  Midfielder / Forward
One of the defining players of Congleton’s recent era, Dan passed 200 appearances for the Bears during 
2025/26. A dynamic attacking midfielder who can play in several forward roles, ‘BGDN’ has repeatedly delivered 
on major occasions. His goals were central to the FA Vase semi-final run, the 2023 cup double and the 2023/24 
Midland League title-winning season, when he finished as the club’s leading league scorer with 21 goals. 
Needham combines relentless energy with intelligent movement and a genuine goal threat. His experience and 
understanding of Richard Duffy’s methods make him a particularly important link between the established 
squad and this summer’s new arrivals.

Dallas Omoruyi |  Winger
Dallas earned his move to Congleton after impressing throughout the 2026 pre-season programme. The winger 
spent part of his development with Stockport County before gaining senior experience in non-league football. 
Quick, direct and eager to attack defenders, he gives the Bears another option in the wide areas and has already 
shown his ability to get into scoring positions, finding the net during the summer victory over Abbey Hulton 
United. This will be Dallas’s first competitive season at the Cleric Stadium, and his pace and willingness to run at 
opponents should add a fresh dimension to Richard Duffy’s attacking options.

João Soares |  Midfielder
Portuguese midfielder João joined the Bears after catching the eye during the 2026 pre-season schedule. The 
23-year-old was most recently with Daisy Hill and arrives with the opportunity to establish himself at Northern 
Premier League level. Comfortable receiving the ball and linking play through midfield, he adds a different 
technical profile to Richard Duffy’s squad. His pre-season performances showed enough quality and composure 
to earn a place in the group ahead of the new campaign. This will be João’s first season at Congleton, and he will 
be looking to build quickly on the promising impression he made during the summer.
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Peter Williams |  Midfielder
Pete returns to the Bears for another spell after a very brief fling over the summer at another local club. 
Previously reaching the landmark of 200 Congleton appearances. Pete is a composed and versatile midfielder 
that has been an important part of the club’s most successful recent period, contributing to the FA Vase semi-
final run, the Cheshire Senior Cup and Macron Cup triumphs and the 2023/24 Midland League championship. 
His quality from set pieces and the penalty spot has produced several significant moments, including successful 
shoot-out kicks in both 2023 cup finals. ‘Willo’ brings experience, calmness in possession and a deep 
understanding of Richard Duffy’s standards and the culture of the club.

Kieran Garner-Knapper |  Forward
Kieran enters his third season with the Bears after joining during the summer of 2024. The energetic forward 
has worked his way up through the non-league pyramid and brought that same hunger to the Cleric Stadium. 
Capable of playing across the front line, he presses defenders, runs the channels and provides a direct attacking 
outlet. Kieran made 40 appearances and scored five goals during 2025/26, underlining his importance to the 
squad during a demanding campaign. His pace, work rate and ability to stretch opponents continue to make him 
a valuable part of Richard Duffy’s attacking plans

Matthew Gillam | Forward
Matty begins his third season at Congleton after joining the club in 2024. A product of Rochdale’s academy, he 
made 20 Football League appearances for the Dale and gained experience with Stalybridge Celtic and Cork City 
before spells at Guiseley, Atherton Collieries and Glossop North End. Strong, mobile, willing to work across the 
front line with exception technical ability, he can lead the attack or operate in support of another striker. His 
professional background and experience across several levels give Richard Duffy a proven and adaptable 
forward option as the Bears prepare for the new campaign.

Dylan Scott  |  Forward
Dylan joins the Bears with Football League experience and an impressive development pedigree. The Stone-
born striker progressed through Burton Albion’s academy, made his League One debut in 2024 and scored his 
first senior goal in the EFL Trophy. Productive loan spells with Hanley Town were followed by experience at 
Mickleover, Leek Town, Stalybridge Celtic and Stafford Rangers. An energetic, hard-working forward who 
presses from the front and attacks space, Dylan has already opened his Congleton account during pre-season. 
At 20, he combines senior experience with considerable potential and adds pace and intensity to the Bears’ 
forward line.

Robert Stevenson |  Centre-forward
Rob arrives at Congleton as one of the most proven forwards in the division. A former Stoke City youth player, 
the Stoke-on-Trent-born striker became a leading figure at Leek Town, scoring more than 100 goals across eight 
seasons before moving to Hednesford Town in 2024. His progress there was interrupted by a serious head 
injury, making his return to regular football particularly welcome. Strong, intelligent and experienced in leading 
a Step 4 attack, Stevenson offers goals, hold-up play and a focal point for the players around him. He joins the 
Bears ready to begin a new chapter at the Cleric Stadium.
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Joseph Woolley |  Forward
Joe is a new arrival for 2026/27 and brings considerable experience of football across the Northwest and 
Staffordshire non-league scene. The 30-year-old forward has previously represented Kidsgrove Athletic, Leek 
Town and Bootle, giving him a strong knowledge of both the division and many of the opponents the Bears will 
face. Mobile and capable of operating across the attacking line, he adds further competition and flexibility to 
Richard Duffy’s forward options. Joe arrives at the Cleric Stadium at a good stage of his career, combining 
physical maturity with extensive Step 4 experience and an understanding of the demands of the Northern 
Premier League.

James Kirby | Forward
Striker originally came through the Hyde United Academy in 2013. Has since had spells with Leek Town, Colwyn 
Bay and Atherton Collieries. He spent 3years playing abroad in Sweden and Malta before returning to Hyde 
United and playing for their manager Michael Clegg who was with him at Atherton. It is pleasing to see a local 
Congleton player here at his own club and once settled, as should provide the extra strength up front the Bears 
have been seeking. 

Ethan Vale | Congleton Town FC 24/25 Squad

PLAYING SQUAD 2026/27:
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It might be hard to imagine today but in the immediate years 
following the establishment of Padiham Football Club in 
November 1878 the `Caldersiders` as they were then known 
were considered one of Lancashire`s soccer pioneers and one 
of the better Club sides in England.

The Padiham Club were in at the birth of the Lancashire 
Football Associations Senior Cup competition in 1879, 
reached the third round proper of the F.A. Cup in season 
1883 - 84 and beat Burnley F.C. 6-0, 7-0, 9-1 and 4-2 in their 
first four encounters. 

Gates of over 2,000 were not uncommon for the visits of 
teams like Blackburn Rovers, Preston North End, Burnley and 
other local rivals to Padiham F.C’s ground which was 
originally situated on the banks of the River Calder at the end 
of Wyre Street in Padiham and initially leased from the 
Shuttleworth family of Gawthorpe Hall.

At present the site is derelict after previously being occupied 
by the Potterton Myson Limited Main Gas factory and 
nothing remains of the Clubs original ground which witnessed 
many encounters with Clubs that later achieved Football 
League status. 

In fact, it was the setting up of the Football League and the 
ensuing loss of fixtures with the leading Clubs, as well as the 
legalisation of professionalism within football that ended 
Padiham’s initial decade of success.

 Being an ardent stalwart of the fight waged from Lancashire 
for the legalisation of professionalism in football, Padiham’s 
progressive outlook at the time ironically helped fashion the 
stranglehold football finance came to have on small town 
Clubs, in hindsight it condemned Padiham to an ongoing fight 
for survival. 

Unable to secure the services of players able to 
compete with the bigger surrounding towns and cities, 
gates dropped and as a result reduced income meant 
Padiham had to restrict its activities to playing in the 
Lancashire Combination Football League and at times 
the local minor leagues.

The outbreak of World War One curtailed Padiham 
Football Club`s involvement in active football 
altogether at the end of the 1915 - 1916 season, and 
the loss of their ground during the War meant that 
Padiham Football Club lay dormant until after the end 
of World War Two when they were reformed. 

The rebirth of Padiham Football Club came about in 
1949 with the opening of the `Arbories` Memorial 
Sports Ground in Padiham on August 20th, 1949, when 
1,777 spectators turned up to see the Club`s opening 
Lancashire Combination fixture of the 1949 - 50 
football season. 
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In 1982, Padiham Football Club became founder members of 
the North West Counties Football League, however in 1990 
they left the league and after amalgamating with local club 
Padiham Wanderers FC joined the West Lancashire Football 
League where they played their football for ten seasons.

Padiham returned to the North West Counties Football 
League for the 2000/2001 season, winning the Premier 
Division Title in 2012/13 to gain promotion to the Northern 
Premier League, where they spent two seasons before being 
relegated back to the North West Counties Football League 
for the 2015/16 season. Since 1999 the club has spent in the 
region of £600,000 upgrading their ground.
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Congleton Town FC 24/25 Squad

Jeanny Akpo

Kier Barry (GK)

Joel Brownhill

Sekouba Camara

Edson Cata

Sandro Da Costa

Jack Doherty

Oliver Gollcher

Harry Grimshaw (GK)

Matthew Hamnett (GK)

Joe Hurst

Pa Jenkins

Joe Keyworth
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Congleton Town FC 24/25 Squad

Bradley Knox

Matthew Makinson

Ryan Moore

Jack Price

Lee Pugh

Lewis Rhodes

Oliver Roberts

Kieran Sherlock

Samual Unwin

Reece Webb-Foster

Kingsley Williams

Theo Woerner-Peacock
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Congleton Town FC 24/25 Squad

Legal Identity: Congleton Town FC (Operations) Limited
Company Number 14885130 | 100% of shares owned by C.E Porter

CLUB CHARITABLE PARTNER:
Mind Body & Sole (Mental Health)

GROUNDSMAN: Paul Minshull
CLUBHOUSE: Rebecca Young
PHOTOGRAPHER: Elliot Treanor
KIT PROVIDER: Fused Sport

CLUB OFFICALS:
CHAIRMAN: Charles Porter
SENIOR FOOTBALL: Mark Parton
SECRETARY: Ken Mead
MEDIA: Adam Gosling

FIRST TEAM:
MANAGER: Richard Duffy
ASST MANAGER: Louis Dodds
CLUB PHYSIO: Abi Blythe

RESERVE TEAM:
MANAGER: Martin Cornes
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Congleton Town FC 24/25 Squad

WEBSITE: www.ctfc.club
CLUB SHOP: shop@ctfc.club
TWITTER/X: @CongletonFC
INSTAGRAM: @CongletonFC
FACEBOOK: @CongletonFC
EMAIL: admin@ctfc.club 

Legal Identity: Congleton Town FC (Operations) Limited
Company Number 14885130 | 100% of shares owned by C.E Porter

LEGAL ENTITY:
Congleton Town Football Club is owned and operated by: 
Congleton Town FC (Operations) Limited
Company Number – 14885130
Director – Charles Porter
Person(s) of Significant Interest – Charles Porter

PRICES:
Adults - £12* 
Concessions - £8*
Children (U16’s) - £4* 
Accompanied Under 10’s FREE*

*League games only

CLUB SHAREHOLDERS:
Charles Porter – 100%
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At Congleton Town Football Club, we are proud to showcase our roster of fantastic sponsors 
who have helped make our club the success it is today. Without the support of our generous 
sponsors, we would not be able to continue providing top-quality football matches and events 
for our fans and community.

We believe that our sponsors are more than just financial backers – they are valuable members 
of our community who share our passion for football and supporting local organizations. So why 
not consider becoming a Congleton Town Football Club sponsor today? We can’t wait to 
welcome you to the team!
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